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For many Americans in 
2017, Mardi Gras is a secular 
celebration. Most people think 
of beads, hangovers, parades 
and, of course, King Cake. 
Many misconceptions surround 
the holiday, so we are going to 
get some things straightened 
out here.

First o� , Mardi Gras is 
French for Fat Tuesday. It is 
the day before Ash Wednesday, 
which is the � rst day of Lent, 
the 40-day period of fasting and 
penitence leading up to Easter 
Sunday. � ose are a lot of days, 
so I will break it down chrono-
logically. (Note: � e dates 
change from year to year.)

Mardi Gras/Fat Tuesday: 
Feb. 28

Ash Wednesday: March 1
Lent: March 1 through April 

15
Easter Sunday: April 16

(see LENT, Page 2)

Ms. Hunter Byrne ‘17
Senior BBA / MBA Finance - 

Minor in Economics

A genuine leader, you can 
� nd Hunter Byrne all over 
campus hard at work, whether 
it is for the Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA), of 
which she is vice president, or 
in her classes. She is a dedicat-
ed student and friend, always 
loyal to those around her and 
especially loyal to animals. 
Hunter adopted all of her pets 
and volunteers regularly at 

the Houston Humane Society. 
She is also completing courses 
to become a docent for the 
Houston Museum of Natural 
Science and hopes to become a 
tour guide, inspiring younger 
generations on the importance 
of education. She currently 
works for a wealth management 
group as a � nancial research 
assistant, as well as with her dad 
at his R.V. dealership. Hunter 
strives to become an executive 
for a fortune 500 company or to 
be a successful business owner. 
She chose to come to the Uni-

versity of St. � omas because 
she wanted to be around faculty 
and students who are able to 
express their faith freely. UST 
has proven to be a harmonious 
environment for her to learn 
and to thrive. Hunter is the 
recipient of two major schol-
arships: Monaghan Transfer 
Scholarship and Phi � eta 
Kappa Scholarship. Hunter is 
appreciative of the scholarship 
support that has made both her 
education and opportunity to 
succeed as a leader possible.

Mr. Brandon Park ‘17
Senior Communications 

Major - Minor in � eatre

A � rst-generation college 
student, Brandon Park de-
scribes himself as a perseverant 
multi-tasker, balancing work, 
studies, family and friends. He 
is a Community Assistant in 
the UST Residence Halls, works 
in Campus Ministry, and is a 
student leader in the � eology 
of the Body Ministry, based 
on the teachings of Pope John 
Paul II. Brandon is majoring in 
Communications with a minor 

in � eater because he wants 
to be challenged to remain 
truthful and to be creative in 
his works. He chose to come 
to the University of St. � omas 
because of its reputation for 
strong principles and morals. 
Brandon has received several 
scholarships and grants that 
have allowed him to achieve 
his education: the Presiden-
tial Excellence Award, Brown 
Foundation Multicultural 
Award, D’Amico Endowed 
Communications Scholarship 
and the Houston Endowment 
Scholarship. Brandon is most 
grateful for the scholarship sup-
port that has relieved � nancial 
pressure on his family, giving 
his younger brother a chance to 
also attend the University of St. 
� omas. 

2017 Mardi Gras Court
Congratulations to all of the 

exceptional UST students who 
were nominated for Queen and 
King:

Runner-up – Ms. Briana 
Nguyen ‘17 (Major: Psycholo-
gy)

Runner-up - Mr. Mohammed 
Saira�  ‘17 (Major: BBA/Eco-
nomics)

Mr. Bao Dinh ‘17 (Major: 
BBA/MBA Accounting)

Ms. Candace Grosjean ‘17 
(Major: BBA/Marketing)

Ms. Chante Je� erson ‘17 
(Major: Education)

Mr. Matthew Lance ‘17 (Ma-
jor: BBA/MBA Finance)

Mr. Diego Lagos ‘17 (Major: 
BBA/MBA Finance)

Ms. Tracy Nguyen ‘17 (Ma-
jor: BBA/MBA Finance)

Special thanks to Mrs. 
Annette Strake, 2017 Gala Co-
Chair and former 1956 Mardi 
Gras Queen for assisting in the 
� nal interviews and to the UST 
Alumni Association Board of 
Directors for graciously under-
writing the evening attire for 
the Queen & King.

LENT Camino a UST
By Katie Underwood
Athletics Reporter  

On Feb. 11 the University 
of St. � omas hosted the � rst 
Camino a UST, the country’s 
only college recruitment/
preview day spoken entirely in 
Spanish.

“To my knowledge, no oth-
er school has 
such an event 
so we are 
very proud to 
be the � rst,” 
Interim vice 
president for 
Marketing 
Communi-
cations and 
Enrollment 
Arthur Ortiz 
said.  “Gen-
erally speaking, it is a re-
cruitment event which o� ers 
information about attending 
UST to attending families. 
� ere are schools which have 
components of an event in 
Spanish but not a complete 
event.”

� e day started at 9:30 a.m. 

in Jones Hall with registration 
and breakfast followed by a wel-
come from Fr. Mike Buentello. 
In addition to dissemination 
of information regarding the 
application process and � nan-
cial aid, subsequent activities 
included a tour, a presentation 
about the importance of a 
university education given by 

Dr. Ulysses Balderas and an 
alumna’s recounting of her own 
experience as a student at UST.

 “Discussion about the 
application process and � nan-
cial aid are critical elements,” 
Ortiz said. “Likewise, it is good 
for the attendees to hear from 
both a UST faculty point-of-

view and from a UST alumna 
about her experiences at UST.”

Camino a UST was modeled 
entirely a� er the English-lan-
guage Celt Preview Day. A 
total of 25 students attended 
the event with their families, 
resulting in an overall turnout 
of 80 attendees. Ortiz said that 
he hopes to hold similar events 

once a year, even-
tually even twice.

“A key reason 
for the event 
was to engage 
families,” Ortiz 
said. “Our intent 
was to engage 
the audience in 
Spanish and not 
to treat them any 
di� erently than 
those who attend 

our English programs. Students 
in attendance speak English 
but sometimes their parents do 
not or are not � uent.  Selecting 
a college is a family decision 
and we feel it is important to 
engage the whole family, which 
includes the parents.”

Contents of
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And, guess who we caught 
on campus?!

UST’s Mardi Gras Queen and King are:
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UST Faculty Spotlight
By Karina V. Hernandez
Senior Advertising Sta� 

� eology obtaining a STB at the 
Gregorian University a Jesuit 
University founded by Ignatius 
of Loyola. A� erward I continue 
my education obtaining a spe-
cialization in biblical languages 
and exegesis or SSL at the Pon-
ti� cal Biblicum Institute. Sub-
sequently I was accepted for the 
doctorate program at Gregorian 
University, that I successfully 
completed in 2009.  While I 
was � nishing my doctorate I 
was working full time as an 
associate pastor at the parish of 
St. Agnes in Manhattan where I 
spent over � ve and a half years. 
During that time of work and 
studying, I was going back and 
forth between New York and 
Italy until my dissertation, its 
defense, and publication was 
accomplished. A� er I received 
my Doctorate diploma (STD) I 
wanted to continue my parish 
work where I was very happy 
since my parishioners were like 
my family. But my superiors in 
Rome and my Archbishop from 
Venezuela agreed that I needed 
to dedicate to academia and ed-
ucation in order to put myself 
to the service of others where it 
is most needed a� er the invest-
ment of 20 years of education 
and formation on me (since 
1989-2009). Priest in academia 
progressively has become a 
rarity, a phenomenon that used 
to be common sixty or seventy 
years ago. I then began to apply 
to the academic openings that 
were available during that time 
and St. � omas University had 
precisely in that year (2010) 
an opening for a professor 
in Biblical � eology. I went 
through the entire process of 
interviews and phone calls until 
the university of St. � omas 
gave me the grace to be a part 
of this wonderful community. 
I truly believe that the hand of 
God was there because I did 
not have any idea that this po-
sition would be o� ered to me. I 
did not have any expectations, I 

At the University of St. 
� omas we strive not only 
to be successful in academ-
ics, but in how we grow as a 
person. Our goal is to achieve 
goodness, show discipline and 
gain knowledge to become 
well-rounded students, faculty 
and sta� . Goodness is shown 
through our actions and roles 
in community service around 
campus. Discipline is shown 
when we make it to class on 
time and manage our studying 
time. Knowledge is gained on 
campus every day in a variety of 
ways – it does not always have 
to be academic; sometimes we 
gain knowledge about our own 
selves. Fortunately enough, I 
had the wonderful opportunity 
to interview Father Dempsey, 
who demonstrates the values 
of St. � omas every day. Father 
Dempsey’s roles at St. � om-
as include being an associate 
professor of theology as well 
as the chair of the � eology 
Department. “I am very happy 
to be part of UST community, 
practically my role as an educa-
tor is just an extension of what I 
am, which by the grace of God 
is being a priest and a servant of 
the community conjointly.”

Q: How did you become a 
part of St. � omas?

A: It is quite fascinating 
because I never had the grace 
to study in the U.S.A., never. I 
studied practically 90% of my 
entire career in Europe, most 
of it with the Jesuits in Rome, 
Italy. My whole formation has 
come from ponti� cal universi-
ties. All of these ponti� cal uni-
versities have been ruled by the 
Jesuits and I can count with one 
hand how many of my profes-
sors were not Jesuits. I origi-
nally began my education in 
Venezuela when I � nished my 
� rst degree in philosophy and 
education at a Catholic Univer-
sity. In Rome, I specialized in 

(LENT, Underwood)

Historically, Mardi Gras was 
the time when all the fats and 
other unnecessary foods in a 
household would be consumed 
because they could not be le�  
uneaten without spoiling. � is 
was done because during Lent, 
Christians o� en give up some-
thing, tradi-
tionally sweets 
and other fats, 
as a sacri� ce. 
Nowadays it is 
more like the 
last big cele-
bration before 
making the 
sacri� ces.

On Ash 
Wednesday 
Catholics (and 
some Protes-
tants) go to 
Mass, where 
the priest 
marks their 
foreheads with 
a cross of ash. 
� is cross is 
symbolic of 
Genesis 3:19: 
Remember that you are dust, 

and to dust you shall return. It 
is a sobering reminder of the 
materialism in this world and 
the brevity of our earthly lives. 
On this day there is also a fast. 
You must abstain from meat 
(excluding � sh) and instead of 
three regular meals you can eat 
only two light meals and one 
regular meal with no snacks in 

between.

As said above, during Lent, 
Catholics give something up 
or abstain from something 
that is not necessary to their 
existence. People o� en give up 
sweets or other not-so-healthy 
habits such as smoking. On 
Fridays during this time, meat 
cannot be consumed, although 
� sh and other seafood are still 
acceptable, and again there are 
only two light meals with one 
regular and no snacks. � e 
purpose of this period is for us 
to remember and re� ect on the 
40 days during which Christ 
wandered the desert with no 
food or water, all the while be-
ing (literally) tempted by Satan 
to shirk his responsibility, i.e. 
the Cruci� xion (Spoiler alert: 
� e Devil lost that battle).

I know what you’re thinking: 
Lent sounds really grim. And 
it is. It is a dark experience. 
� e Messiah was killed and we 
are the ones who put him on 
the Cross. Who wants to be 
reminded of that ultimate sin? 
But honestly, these solemn days 
are completely worth it because 
at the end of it all is Easter, the 
day of forgiveness and triumph.

was just trying to obey what my 
superiors were asking of me. 
Now, I have been in UST for 7 
years going up to 8 years. 

Q: What programs are you 
currently involved in here at 
UST? 

A: I currently am a part of 
the Kakehashi project. It is a 
program that is created by the 
government of Japan with the 
purpose of making new friends 
of the Japanese culture and way 
of living. � e Japanese govern-
ment is very interested to bring 
this sort of program to Ameri-
can universities in order to cre-
ate bridges of communication 
and intercultural exchange. � is 
is the second year a group from 
the university will be going to 
Japan. It is a great opportu-
nity because the government 
of Japan is able to provide all 
the accommodations students 
need. We will be there for ten 
days during Spring Break and 
before then we have 3 to 4 
sessions of training to learn 
about the culture and the four 
values of the Kakehashi project: 
Diplomacy, Character, Service, 
and Diversity. � ese four values 
are interrelated to the values 
here at the University. I am very 
excited and humbled by this 
opportunity given to me by Dr. 
Stockton and Dr. Kumahata. 
I am proud to be one of the 

faculty members to represent 
the university in this Japanese 
experience since I love Asian 
culture and I want to learn 
more about it. 

Q: Do you have any projects 
in progress as of right now?

A: I have been working in a 
very speci� c topic on Hebrew 
philology and semantics, e.g., 
the Hebrew root ’mn manifest-
ed in the verb ’aman. � is verb 
can actually have many possible 
translations among which the 
meaning of “to believe” or “to 
trust” are the most common. 
� rough the application of 
the cognitive semantics and 
traditional semasiological 
studies I try to highlight the 
meaning of the verb ’aman in 
qal conjugation as the most 
original and essential semantic 
level that permeates the other 
manifestations of the verb. I am 
combining exegetical historical 
critical methods and narra-
tive criticism with the � eld of 
cognitive semantics, which is 
actually a � eld in linguistics 
that is fascinating to me. I wrote 
a couple of articles indicating 
my results, one of them is a 40 
pages English article that was 
accepted at the Ponti� cal Uni-
versity of Salamanca (Spain). It 
will be published in its Hebrew 
Journal called Helmantica in 
the forthcoming edition of 

2017. A di� erent English article 
related to the same � eld of stud-
ies has been accepted by the 
Ponti� cal University of Javeri-
ana (Colombia). Right now I 
am � nishing an academic paper 
on the semantic and practical 
exegesis of Acts 22:27-22:29 to 
the reality of racial pro� ling. 
� e paper will be presenting 
at the national convention of 
Catholic � eological American 
Society in Albuquerque. I tried 
to create the Semantic Para-
digm for behavioral pattern 
that will help to make an exe-
getical and pragmatic analysis 
from the point of view of the 
Cognitive Semantics and Prac-
tical � eology of the Discrim-
inations implied in the Racial 
Pro� ling against the Black and 
Brown Communities. I have a 
few books projects in the limbo 
at the present moment. A few 
of them are in dra�  and I hope 
that by the next year some of 
these projects will see the light 
of publication.  Among them is 
the Semasiology of the Ruah in 
the Masoretic text. 

Father Dempsey’s Note to 
Students: “I truly love my stu-
dents and I do not see them as 
students. I like to see them and 
treat them more as friends or 
parishioners, namely as persons 
who are walking with me in the 
path of learning the mystery 
of God through the garden of 
Scripture.” 
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By � e Celt Press Sta� 

• Feb. 23, 5-7 p.m.: 
Etiquette Dinner at Link-Lee 
Mansion

o Learn dining, 
networking and business et-
iquette from nationally rec-
ognized speaker and author, 
Diane Gottsman, founder 
and director of � e Protocol 
School of Texas. Register at 
Career Services.

• Feb. 23, 12:30-1:30 
p.m.; March 1, 10,-11 a.m. 
and 9-10 p.m.; March 6 3-4 
p.m.; March 9, 12,-1 p.m. 
and 4-4 p.m. Centralized 
Leadership Process meeting. 

o Find out how to get 
involved and become a lead-
er on campus. Information 
about positions available, 
compensation and how to 
apply will be available. 

• Feb. 24, 7:30-9 p.m. 
Duo Recital: Jasmine Hatem 
& Rodica Gonzalez at Cullen 
Recital Hall 

o Works will include 
Enescu Sonata #2 and Bee-
thoven Sonata #9. 

• Feb. 24, 6:30-9:00 
p.m.: Graham Lecture at 
Jones Hall.

o Former abortionist 
Dr. Anthony Levatino will 
share his testimony and 
experience in this topic. 

• Feb. 25, 8 a.m. 5K 
Bene� t Run/Walk at Tom 
Bass Park

o Run hosted by 
the Society for Forgotten 
Children (SFC) and Sport 
Clubs Association (SGA) to 
help children whose parents 
are incarcerated. Register at 
www.societyforforgotten-
children.com UST student 
fee is $10. 

• Feb. 25, 7-11:59 p.m. 
Light the Way Mardi Gras 
Scholarship Gala at Hilton 
Americas.

o � e annual Universi-
ty of St. � omas Mardi Gras 
Scholarship Gala contrib-
utes proceeds to provide 
much-needed student schol-
arships.

• Feb. 27, 7:30-9 
p.m. Miller Lecture: “Has 
Pope Francis Changed the 
Church?” at Jones Hall.

o J. Michael Miller, 
CSB, archbishop of Vancou-
ver and former president of 
UST, will give the annual 
Miller Lecture. His topic 
will be “Has Pope Francis 
Changed the Church?”

• Feb. 28, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. � e Unmasking of Os-
car Wilde at Anderson Hall.

o Discussion on Oscar 
Wilde’s deepest aspirations 
and desires, including the 
lingering in� uence of his 

love a� air with the Catholic 
Church.

• Feb. 28, 5 p.m. 
Student Election application 
due and candidate meeting 
at the Ahern Room. 

o Election Materials 
are available for spring elec-
tions. Get the packet from 
the O�  ce of Student A� airs. 

• March 2, 12:30-2 
p.m. Council of Clubs at 
COC room in Crooker

o Open to students in-
terested in joining a club or 
take leadership on campus. 

• March 2, 12:30-1:30 
p.m. Making the Grade: Tips 
for Testing at Crooker 207

o Learn techniques for 
testing.

• March 2, 5-7 p.m. 
UST’s Top Young Profession-
al Event at Guinan Hall. 

o Annual event fo-
cused on career related top-
ics, includes a fashion show 
and on-the-spot questioning 
by community judges. 

• March 2, 7-9 p.m 
EVA International Contem-
porary Folk and Harmony 
Group at UST.

o  A mix of traditional 
and contemporary folk mu-
sic to be performed by EVA. 

• March 4, All day 
Basilian Retreat at Keon 
House/UST Basilian Fathers 
Residence.

o A retreat for men 
interested in exploring a 
vocation to Priesthood and 
Religious Life. 

• March 6, 4:10-6 p.m. 
Aquinas’ Teaching on Love 
at Crooker Center.

o Phi Sigma Tau and 
the UST Honors Program 
present Dr. Michael Dink, 
St. John’s College, Annap-
olis speaking on “Aquinas’ 
Teaching on Love.”

• March 6, 7-9 p.m. 
Debate Night for Student 
Elections at Crooker Center.

o Get informed before 
the student elections. 

• March 6, 12:30 p.m. 
Mood Management: Taking 
Charge of Feeling Good at 
Crooker 206.

o Strategies for coping 
with thoughts, behaviors and 
emotions that get in the way 
of feeling your best will be 
discussed. 

• March 6, 5-7 p.m. 
Celt Career Connections at 
the Art Gallery

o Mingle and connect 
with your fellow peers, sta�  
members and alumni at a 
fun, laid back event. Food 
and refreshments will be 
provided.

 

U S T  M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t 
P r e s e n t s :

Duo Recital: Rodica Gonza-
lez, violin and Jasmine Hatem, 
piano: Friday, February 24, 
2017, 7:30 PM

UST Wind Ensemble Con-
cert: Friday, March 3, 2017, 7:30 
PM

Guest Artists: Trio Oriens: 
Saturday March 4, 2017, 4:00 
PM

An Evening of Scenes from 
Opera and Operettas: Friday 
and Saturday, March 24 & 25, 
2017, 7:30 PM Sunday, March 
26, 2017, 3:00 PM

Spring Student Recital: Fri-
day, March 31, 7:30 PM

Music Preparatory School 
Recital: Saturday, April 8, 2017, 

3:00 PM

� e UST Musical � eater 
Revue: Monday and Tuesday, 
April 10 &11, 2017, 7:30 PM

UST Jazz Ensemble Concert: 
Monday, April 24, 2017, 7:30 
PM

UST Wind Ensemble Con-
cert: Friday, April 28, 2017, 7:30 
PM

Piano Studio Recital: Stu-
dents of Paul Krysto� ak Satur-
day, April 29, 2017, 3:00 PM

UST Orchestra Concert Sat-
urday, April 29, 2017, 7:30 PM

University Singers Sacred 
Music Concert Chapel of St. 

Basil Tuesday, May 2, 2017, 7:30 
PM

� e Violin - Piano Duo: 
Dominika Dancewicz and 
Donald Doucet Saturday, June 
17, 2017, 7:30 PM

Admission to all UST Music 
events is free.

All take place in the Cullen 
Recital Hall except where not-
ed. For email announcements, 
write to concerts@stthom.edu 
For more information on the 
music program go to mystth-
om.edu/music or call 713-525-
3159.

*Printed with permission 
from the UST Music Depart-
ment.

Apply for 
Scholarships!

***Friendly 
Reminder

� is is just a friendly reminder 
that the end of February is near 
and the scholarship deadline for 
UST students is Feb. 28 . If you 
are planning on attending UST 
next year, it is important to com-
plete the “Common Scholarship 
Application” as well as visiting 
www.stthom.edu/� naid. A� er 
� lling out the application make 
sure to check the “Addendum to 
Common Scholarship Applica-
tion” to see if there are any addi-
tional requirements that you will 
need to turn in. Once completed 
submit it to the Scholarships and 
Financial Aid O�  ce and Good 
Luck!

‘Sup, Celts? The when, where and what on 
Campus:

Remember
Angela Davis,
Assata Shakur,
Barbara Jordan, 
Marcus Garvey,
Huey Newton, 
Stokely 
Carmichael,
Malcolm X,
Nat Turner,
Bobby Seale,
Ida B. Wells,
Harriet Tubman
and so many 
others.

Remember 
their lives and 
narratives.

Remember 
BLACK HISTORY.
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Dear Lenny,
Would you be able to give 

me some information about the 
incoming president?
-Bridget H., Grad Student

Our Lady Wears Combat Boots
By Maria Jose Galvez
Faith & Culture Columnist

� e Virgin Mary has always 
been portrayed as a beautiful, 
serene, quiet, and peaceful 
young woman with her hands 
o� en together as if praying or 
extended toward us in a gesture 
of inclusion and love. However, 
few take the time to notice her 
strength, fortitude or courage. 

“If 
you could change 

one thing about student life 
on campus, what would it 

be?”

Dear Lenny,
I’m a Spring 2017 graduate 

and have started interviewing 
for full time positions.

I’ve heard HR Generalists 
love to ask potential candi-
dates about their strengths and 
weaknesses. Can you provide 
me with general responses that 
may demonstrate my aptitude 
in the workplace?
-Christina C., Grad Student

Dear Lenny,
If you could change one 

thing about student life on 
campus, what would it be?
-Christina J., Senior

Dear Lenny,
In the three years it has taken 

me to obtain my degree (I 
attend courses part time during 
the regular semesters) I have 
noticed a lack of organized 
representation of black students 
on campus.  As a result of what 
I am sure to be an unintention-
al oversight, I have decided to 
form a Black Student Union 
club for all interested students.   
However in doing so, I need 
10 signatures for my petition 
and since I am only on campus 
during the evening I rarely see 
or have the opportunity to in-
teract with other black students, 
mostly because I don’t see any.   
My question is how many black 
(African American) students 
are currently attending UST?

-Stephanie R., Grad Student

Dear Lenny,
What do you do when you’ve 

got writer’s block?
-Jess A., Grad Student

Jess,
As a published poet, accom-

plished dancer, successful sing-
er and motivational speaker, 
I’ve learned the cure for that.

I literally look into the mir-
ror and tell myself the things I 
love about myself. 

I have performances this 
weekend in Dubai and London 
so I don’t have much time to be 
your life coach. So, be thankful 
that my lawyer isn’t sending 
you an invoice for my services.

To avoid writer’s block, make 
sure you take a break from 
homework every once in a 
while.

For example, pace yourself 
with snacks or fun activities. 
You could make a bet with 
yourself to do one hour of 
homework with which you 
would then reward yourself 
� � een minutes of social media 
time or one cup of your favorite 
ice cream.

It works for me.
But, I call my lawyer for 

everything. He buys my ice 
cream, too.

Christina,
I was just talking to a buddy 

from Louisiana about this. She 
was telling me about an idea 
she’d seen at other schools.

� ose schools have an o�  cial 
‘Happiness Club’. � e club 
members enhance student life 
greatly by literally spreading 
happiness on campus. 

� eir � rst project was “Free 
Hugs and Hot Chocolate,” and 
it was amazing. � ey place 
Play-Doh around campus. � ey 
pass out bottles of bubbles. 
� ey use chalk to write positive 
messages on any campus walk-
ways. � ey pass out cards that 
tell people how amazing they 
are. � ey also send in submis-
sions for their school newspa-
per. Small stu� , you know?

And, they do all of this 
during midterms and � nals 
every semester!

It’s a pretty cool idea, right? 
Wouldn’t it be cool to spread 
positivity around campus? 
� ere could never be too much 
of it. 

Bridget,
His name is Dr. Richard 

L. Ludwick. And, he holds a 
Doctorate of Jurisprudence and 
a Doctorate of Education.

He seems very impressive.
You think he’ll like me?
I have a habit of walking into 

a room and feeling jealousy 
from everyone. You know, I 
just have that star quality that 
everyone else wants.

It’s not really my fault!
I would bottle it up and sell 

it if I could, but people don’t get 
that lucky in life.

I’m excited about him using 
the school budget to � nally get 
me some red carpet treatment 
around here. I’ve been beg...
(*coughs*) excuse me, I mean 
I’ve been politely requesting 
for things I deserve. I was just 
about to publicly shame the 
school for not buying me a 
trailer with a dressing room.

What does a Celt have to do 
around here to get a reply from 
the business o�  ce?

My lawyer is trying to get me 
a building erected in my name. 

Someone brief Dr. Ludwick 
on these priorities before he 
arrives here from Indiana.

Stephanie,
I think that would be a 

great idea since UST promotes 
healthy portrayals of diversity 
and community.

I’ll do you a favor.
I’ll leave our email address 

for readers to contact us if they 
are interested. I’ll forward those 
requests to you.

I hope this helps you!

Contact theceltpress@
stthom.edu with the subject 
line of INTERESTED and we’ll 
forward your email to Steph. 

Christina,
I know you! You’re the GSA 

President. How is that going 
for you?

You know, I admire student 
leaders on campus. � ey have 
to work so hard for the service 
of those around them. It’s 
really cool. 

But, for a superstar like my-
self? I don’t work. � at’s what I 
pay my lawyer for. 

I strut into rooms and 
demand respect and adoration 
from everyone around me.

In regards to your question, 
you should always lead with a 
weakness and then follow up 
with a strength that makes up 
for that weakness. 

For example, I know that I 
am unimpressed with people 
who try to take my shine. So, 
I follow up with my ability to 
see the beauty in others. I’m a 
professional at this, Christina. 
Learn my secrets.   

Our Lady, underneath her 
beauty, wears combat boots.

� ere are sources that 
argue the actual age of Mary; 
however, all of them place 
her between the ages of 10 
and 14. � is young woman, 
a mere child, agreed to carry 
the child of God when an 
angel visited her. She did 
not ask for comfort or an 
explanation. Our Lady took 

on the immense responsibility 
of obeying God and giving her 
life up so that the world might 
be saved. She agreed to have a 
child that she could not even 
name, for the angel told her 
how He should be named. She 
accompanied Him through the 
good times, the bad times, the 
su� ering and the pain. When 
Jesus was presented at the 
temple, a man named Simeon 
told Mary her soul would be 
pierced through with a sword. 
She did not � inch. She did not 
back down.

It is easy to throw the Virgin 
Mary into the background. 
Many Christians want to think 
of her as no more than a sup-
porting character in the story 
of Jesus. We have to remember 
that Jesus loved and respected 
her. If He did, why shouldn’t 
we? It was a� er she asked Him 

to help in the weddings of 
Cana that He performed His 
� rst miracle. Even before she 
saw what He could do, she had 
faith. 

� en, her Son was con-
demned to death. I urge you 
to think of any time you have 
been betrayed, hurt or mocked. 
Remember how di�  cult it was 
to look that person in the eyes 
a� er they had done the deed. 
Our Lady stayed behind a� er 
His death, and held His body 
once more as she had when 
He was just a child. All her 
life she fought the war against 
evil. From the time she looked 
for shelter to give birth to her 
baby boy, to the time she and 
Joseph � ed to Egypt to prevent 
her baby from being slaugh-
tered like the other children, 
she stood in the front line and 
did not � inch. She stood at the 

foot of the cross as she saw her 
once baby boy cruci� ed, spat 
on and mocked. When it was 
� nished, she did not just look 
at His murderers in the eyes. 
She stayed behind, became our 
mother and loved us. 

So no, Catholics do not wor-
ship the Virgin Mary. However, 
knowing what she did and how 
she loves us, it is hard not to 
love and respect her. We have to 
remember that she is not God. 
She, as well as Jesus, must have 
fought temptation, exhaustion 
and desolation. Despite her 
hardships, troubles, sorrows 
and tears, she remained strong. 
Our Lady is not just an image 
of peace and beauty. Our Lady 
is our example. Our Lady is 
our warrior. Our Lady Wears 
combat boots.  
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

20
QUESTIONS

(of the Editor)

?
1. Did you somehow � nesse 
your way into the Mardi 
Gras Gala?
2. You must have the juice!
3. How are classes going?
4. Is is time to cry about the 
inevitable � nal exams that 
seem to be waiting on the 
chance to rear their ugly 
heads?
5. If Americans boycotted 
every single problematic 
company right now, what 
would we have le� ?
6. Have you skipped class 
and blamed it on the stress 
of He-Who-Must-Not-Be-
Named?
7. Isn’t it possible that any-
one can be elected now?
8. Michelle O. in 2020?
9. Did you give a Valentine’s 
Day card to your bae? 
10. Isn’t the simplest thing 
the sweetest thing?
11. Is Beyoncé a � gment of 
our imaginations?
12. Where are all of the new 
artists who actually make 
good music and not rap for 
suburban teens [people who 
actually think Drake’s “Fake 
Love” is a good song]? 
13. Who else is ready for 
new new music?
14. Who’s graduating with 
their best friend this semes-
ter?
15. Are you attending or 
throwing a graduation 
party?
16. Have you thought of 
ways to outshine your class-
mates?
17. Who’s I-N-D-E-P-E-N-
D-E-N-T? 
18. Do you even know who 
Webbie is? Google him. No, 
I’m serious. Google that 
song. It’s a party song.
19. Louisiana, stand up!
20. Mardi Gras and New 
Orleans and Bourbon Street 
and jambalaya and boudin, 
anyone?

***DISCLAIMER:
20 Questions of the Editor is 
intended for entertainment 
purposes only. 

Trying to survive 2017 without literally dying?
[An inside joke between Dr. Forbes of the English Dept. and her Literary Criticism class]

By Erin Larson
Features Section Editor

Among the most cherished, 
ongoing Epiphany traditions 
is the well-known King Cake, 
a sweet ring-shaped yeast cake 
decorated with purple, green 
and gold sugar. � e Roman 
Catholic Church marks the eve-
ning of Jan. 5 as Twel� h Night 
(read: the twel� h night from 
Christmas), which commemo-
rates the Feast of Epiphany and 
the visitation of the Magi – bet-
ter known as the “three kings.”  
� e notion of king associated 
with the Magi gave its name to 
the traditional treat baked in 
celebration of this date.

Eventually, French and 
Spanish settlers blessed the 
Louisiana area with their 
cuisine and customs and the 
celebration initially applied at 
Epiphany was extended to the 
day before Lent, known as fat 
Tuesday or Mardi Gras. Now 
King Cake is baked throughout 
this whole period and tradition 
predetermines the next year’s 
cake-baker through the use of 
a small token baked into the 
cake. In Europe, beans or pecan 
halves would be hidden in the 

K i n g  o f  C a k e s  : )

Celebrating Black 
History Month

dough and the lucky recipient 
of the token would be blessed 
with luck for the whole year. It 
is more common now to � nd a 
small plastic doll accompanying 
the responsibility for next year’s 
King Cake.

My grandmother dug up her 
favorite King Cake recipe for 
me, a now-laminated clipping 
she had taken out of the Feb-
ruary issue of the New Orleans 
Times-Picayune in 1975:  

 “Original New Orleans King 
Cake”

4 ½ cups all-purpose � our
2 packages active dry yeast
1 cup lukewarm milk
½ cup sugar
1 cup shortening
3 eggs
1 tablespoon salt
1 teaspoon lemon juice

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 teaspoon butter or orange 

� avoring
*FILLING OF CHOICE:
Basic � lling: spread melt-

ed butter over dough, then 
sprinkle with a cinnamon-sugar 
mixture.

Other � lling ideas: cream 
cheese, fruit jams, cream cheese 
AND fruit jams, pecan praline, 
anything else you can � nd on 
Google.

Si�  � our. Dissolve yeast in 
milk and stir in one cup of the 
� our. � is makes the “sponge.” 
Cover and let rise in a warm 
place for a half hour.

Cream shortening with sug-
ar. Beat in eggs one at a time; 
add salt, lemon juice, vanilla, 
and � avorings. Beat shortening 
mixture into the sponge; stir in 

remaining si� ed � our. Beat at 
least � ve minutes. Cover with a 
towel and let rise in warm place 
until doubled in size (approxi-
mately one hour).

Roll dough out into rectan-
gular shape. Generously paint 
with � lling of choice. Fold 
dough over the enclosed � lling, 
cut into three long strips and 
plait into one long braid (or 
simply roll the dough like a 
cinnamon roll into a log). Let 
rest until dough is relaxed and 
can be stretched. 

Shape braid into a circle on 
greased baking sheet. Bake in 
moderate oven until done.

FOR ICING AND DECO-
RATION:

2 cups powdered sugar
1 teaspoon lemon juice
2-3 tablespoons milk or 

heavy whipping cream
Purple (symbolizing justice), 

green (for faith), and gold (for 
power) colored sugar

Mix powdered sugar, lemon 
juice and milk/cream until 
smooth and thick. Add more 
powdered sugar as necessary. 
Ice cake and sprinkle colored 
sugar in small sections.

Celt 
Commentary 

Submissions to the Celt 
Press are welcome and 
encouraged from any 
member of the UST com-
munity. Each submission 
should have the author’s 
name, email address or 
phone number, and nature of 
relationship to the universi-
ty. Students should include 
classifi cation and major. All 
submissions are subject to 
editing.

Letters
to the Editor

The Celt Press accepts 
letters to the editor from 
members of the UST 
community. Letters should 
be 300 words or less, in-
cluding name, email address 
or phone number, affi liation 
with the university, classi-
fi cation, and major. Letters 
submitted anonymously 
will not be published. Email 
letters to the editor at 
theceltpress@gmail.com. 
Letters are subject to edit-
ing.

By Nataly Rosales
A & E Reporter

African-American history 
dates back to the colonial era 
where they were brought to 
colonies as slaves, even so, 

� e history of Afri-
can-Americans was largely 
ignored until the 20th century 
when Dr. Carter G. Woodson, 
a son of former slaves and a 
Harvard graduate, noticed a 
gap in history during his stud-
ies at the institution. He had 
realized that African-Amer-
icans were either misrepre-
sented or le�  out of history 
altogether. From this realiza-
tion came the creation of the 
pivotal “� e Association for 
the Study of Negro Life” which 

advocated for black studies in 
1915. A year a� erward, “� e 
Journal of African-American 
History” was published and 
allowed African-Americans to 
write themselves into history 
books. � is movement encour-
aged the teaching of important 
black historical � gures to be 
taught in public schools. 

In 1926, the second week of 
February was announced to be 
“Negro History Week” because 
it coincided with Abraham Lin-
coln’s and Frederick Douglas’ 
birthdays. � e name eventually 
became “Black History Month” 
where it is now celebrated in 
the U.S., Canada and the U.K. 

It is important to acknowl-
edge the impact of this month 
as it teaches us to remember the 

moments that so desperately 
prompted the world to respect, 
love and accept others. 

**************************
Editor’s Note: 

� is issue of � e Celt Press is 
dedicated to those of the past, 
present and future who have 

fought, are � ghting and will 
� ght to preserve compassion, 
empathy and love. We honor 
the courage you portrayed in 
the face of lynchings, � re hoses, 
and attack dogs. 

� is is for you.
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EDITORIAL 

By Gaquez Jackson
Editor-In-Chief

I look at the news and see the 
faces of mothers crying, plead-
ing and demanding that they, 
too, achieve freedom in the 
land of the free. � ere are hues 
of yellows, oranges, browns and 
blacks. All of them beg to be 
a part of the rainbow that the 
United States appears to be.

Is that not what the found-
ing fathers demanded with the 
Declaration of Independence? 

� ey demanded freedom 
and escaped the oppression 
of England, wanting to be 
independent and free. � ey did 
this while, themselves, captur-
ing fellow human beings and 
forcing them to become slaves. 
� ese American founding 
fathers used freedom to oppress 
and enslave. 

Is that not true irony?
I look at a photo of my moth-

er, her sunny disposition char-
acterized by fair skin that is so 
black it could cause an eclipse 
in the sky. � ere is something 
humorous about a woman who 
is black but has skated through 
life using what others per-
ceive as light-skinned or white 
privilege, essentially because 
she passes for a white woman. 
� is has always evoked confu-
sion for others, yet has failed to 
a� ect how she sees herself.

 In regards to my sib-
lings and I, she is not confused 
either. She knows, and knew, 
exactly what she wanted us to 
get out of America as adults: 
privilege. She recognized its 
power. She also taught her chil-
dren about the uncanny ability 
it has to blind its owner once 
claimed.

 What is going on in 
this country? 

 I feel as though I am 
in a time machine, its controls 
malfunctioning and sending 
me � ying backward into a 
hodgepodge of history. I don’t 
understand how to � x the con-
trols, and there is no handyman 
or electrician accessible where I 
am. A� er panicking, I decide to 
sit, listen and wait.

 I chose to sit.
 I am forced to listen 

and wait, inundated with shrill 
yelling that is met with raucous 
applause and horri� ed gasps. 
� e one individual with a voice 
obviously holds power be-
cause it is the only voice that is 
audible. It does not make sense, 
yet both I and the audience 
are forced to hear it. I hear the 
hate, pain, terror and anger that 

others feel. Just like myself, the 
audience members are silent, 
save for the occasional momen-
tous gasp.

I cannot see them, as I can-
not see anything in particular. 
� is is a time machine, and 
there are moments in history 
whirling around me as if I am 
trapped in a tornado. But, I can 
feel that their bodies are frozen. 
Whether or not that freeze has 
originated from fear or just 
plain ignorance of what to do 
next I cannot decide.

My mother wants me to 
attend Harvard University. 
She knows that becoming Dr. 
Jackson has been a dream I’ve 
had since I was a little boy. 
Shouldn’t a mother want the 
best for her child?

What is the di� erence from 
her love and the love of thou-
sands of mothers who desire 
freedom for their children? 
Don’t their children deserve 
privileges too—college, health 
care, happiness?

What were we missing as 
Americans in the moment that 
the 45th President of the United 
States was elected?

I failed to � nd the answers 
then, and this is still my expe-
rience.

In what ways are we trying to 
heal from gaping wounds that 
are profusely leaking things we 
need?

Like a maniac, I feel helpless 
and as if the world is ignoring 
my pleas for help.

I can see the almost lifeless 
body of America losing blood, 
the voice that stupe� es the 
audience and I still continuing 
on in its tirade.

� ere goes the hope! Free-
dom of speech slips away! 
Dreams coagulate, dying as 
they cease to rise and culmi-
nate! � is is painful, and I 
grimace contributing to the 
audience’s hu� s and pu� s of 
disbelief. 

Still frozen, they remain like 
statues.

How much did we pay to feel 
like this, powerless and vulner-
able? What did it cost us? What 
did we invest? And what will 
the equity look like?

My questions do not truly 
matter as I am just a gradu-
ate student with the tiniest of 
pro� ciencies in understanding 
politics and everything else 
associated with it.

� ere are people who are 
like me, and only want to 
change the world by embracing 
happiness and ambitions and 
empathy and sympathy and 
courage. I wonder if this is still 

Achieve.
Eat.
Sleep.
Repeat the process.
� is is what we must do. � is 

plan of action does not change. 
I encourage everyone around 

to do what they love. � rough 
this love, we can replace the 
hatred that has divided every 
imaginable familial structure in 
this country.

See your mother or father in 
the faces of the people begging 
for a better life in this country.

See your friends in the faces 
of the people asking to be treat-
ed as if their lives matter in this 
country.

See your children in the 
faces of the people who seek 
the privileges that every single 
American should want to seek.

Remember that freedom has 
a high price, and that some-
times it takes for all of us to 
give a little spare change in 
order to help other purchase 
just a piece of it.

As a human being, you are 
able to discern beauty from 
ugliness.

Wouldn’t the world bene� t 
from all of us choosing to use 
that ability?

I am imploring you to be 
beautiful in every single way 
that you can.

Is the Land of the Free too Expensive?
possible.

My mother, not smiling as 
she usually does, studies my 
face as we FaceTime. � ere is 
nothing I can hide from her 
eyes. � ey devour the emotions 
and thoughts I mistakenly 
assumed were well hidden.

We are silent, together. 
� ere is not much to say 

these days.
But, there is much to do.
Wake up.
Meditate/Pray. 
Smile. 
Write.
Sing.
Aspire.
Strategize.
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OP-ED & EXTRAS

� e sta�  at UST Libraries wishes you a successful spring semester. 

You can reach either of our two libraries through the following:

Doherty Library - University of St. � omas – Main Campus

   

Doherty Library - University of St. � omas – Main Campus

Call: (713) 525-2190

   Email: reference@stthom.edu

   Text to: (713) 987-3367

   Tweet your question to @DohertyLibrary

------------------------------

Cardinal Beran Library - St. Mary’s Seminary

   

Cardinal Beran Library - St. Mary’s Seminary

Call: (713) 686-4345 x265

   Email: beran@smseminary.com

   

Email: beran@smseminary.com

Text to: (713) 987-3367

   Tweet your question to @BeranLibrary

    Find Both Libraries on FACEBOOK at Doherty Library or Cardinal Beran Library Houston.

Have a response to the 
Editor-In-Chief? � e Celt 
Press is welcoming of any 
original opposite editorial 
written by a member of 
the UST family.

We WANT your 
amazing 

submissions!

Si estás leyendo esta columna 
es porque tienes la fortuna de 
ser bilingüe. El manejar dos 
idiomas es una ventaja no sólo 
cuando se viaja, al leer obras 
en su idioma original o hacer 
amigos de diferentes lugares, si 
no también en la vida diaria. 

En mi caso, soy intérprete 
médico y diariamente convi-
vo con personas que no son 
pro� cientes en inglés. Es una 
gran ventaja poder servir como 
facilitadora de comunicación 
entre el personal médico y los 
pacientes. Es por estas experi-
encias que conozco su historia 
y con cada uno aprendo algo 
nuevo no sólo sobre la salud, si 
no de las complejidades del ser 
humano en cuanto a historias 
personales y perspectivas de 
vida. Todas esas experiencias 

Por Gabbi Magana
A & E Section Editor

están a mi alcance gracias al 
manejo de más de un idioma. 

Al vivir en un ambiente 
donde hay un idioma predomi-
nante, es fácil asumir que todas 
las personas tienen la misma 
facilidad para aprenderlo. 
Sin embargo, las situaciones 
particulares de cada persona 
como situación económica, 
responsabilidades familiars 
o disponibilidad de horario, 
dictan la predisposición para 
aprender un nuevo idioma. Es 
importante tener en cuenta 
que ser bilingüe es algo que no 
todos poseen. Si eres uno de 
ellos, enorgullécete de ello, sé 
consciente de que no todos lo 
son y sobre todo, úsalo! 

En UST hay muchísimas 
opciones para expander nuestro 
repertorio lingüistico. Habla 
con tu consejero académico 
para ver en que punto de tu 
trayectoria estudiantil puedes 
incluir un curso de idiomas ya 

sea para perfeccionarlo o para 
aprender algo nuevo.  

Translation: If you are 
reading this column is because 
you are fortunate enough to 
be bilingual. To be � uent in 
two languages is an advantage 
not only when you travel, but 
when you read a literary work 
in its original language or make 
friends from di� erent places in 
everyday life. 

In my case, I am a medical 
interpreter and on a daily basis 
I talk to people who are not 
pro� cient in English. It is an 
amazing opportunity to be able 
to serve as facilitator of com-
munication between the medi-
cal personnel and the patients. 
It is because of this job that I 
� nd out about their stories and 
with each of them I learn some-
thing new not only health-relat-
ed, but about the complexities 
of the human being—personal 

stories and life perspectives. All 
these experiences are available 
to me because of languages. 

When we live in an atmo-
sphere where there is a pre-
dominant language, it is easy 
to assume that everyone can 
learn it easily. However, speci� c 
situations like economic status, 
family responsibilities or sched-
ule availability set the predispo-
sition to learn a new language. 
It is important to have in mind 
that not everyone can have the 
same advantage of being bilin-
gual. If you are one of the ones 
who are bilingual, be proud of 
it, be mindful of the ones who 
are not and use it!

At UST, there are many 
options to expand our linguis-
tic repertoire. Talk to your 
academic adviser and check at 
what point of your degree you 
can include a language either to 
perfect it or to learn a new one. 

¡Las Ventajas de Ser Bilingüe!

By Niesha Bentley
Senior A & E Reporter

CALLING ALL MAJORS - � e 
University of St. � omas drama de-
partment is excited to present its � nal 
production of the season, Ampersand 
II. UST Drama students have chosen 
10 di� erent 10-minute plays that will 
be produced for the very � rst time. 
In order for Ampersand II to be a 
success, the drama department needs 
motivated and committed actresses 
and actors.

 Ampersand II is a unique pro-
duction as it showcases unproduced 
scripts by playwrights from all over 
North America. Each short play is di-
rected by UST Drama students. If you 
can spare two to three hours per week 
for four weeks, by all means, please 
call the drama department at 713-525-
3520 to schedule a private audition 
with a student director(s)!

Scripts are available to read in Jones 
Hall room 200 until March 1, 2017. 
Rehearsals begin a� er spring break. 
Free your inhibitions and schedule an 
audition.

Arts Announcements!

An Interview with Gina Chavez: ACL Review
By Madonna Matta
Guest Contributor

Originating from Austin, 
Texas herself, Gina Chavez is 
making headlines locally, na-
tionally, and internationally for 
her unique Latin-folk music. At 
last year’s Austin City Limits, 
we had a chance to sit down 
with Gina and chat about all 
things music. Here’s what she 
had to say. 

What inspired you and your 

music growing up, sonically 
and lyrically?  

“Sonically I was really in-
spired by the ‘chacarera’, it’s a six 
count rhythm from Argentina. 
I went there for a study abroad 
when I was at [the University of 
Texas]. I was really inspired by 
this Latin folk sound, but then 
at the same time, I’m coming 
from Austin, where we have a 
lot of blues and country in� u-
ences. I don’t think any of my 

music is blues or country, but I 
think there are elements of it so 
it ends up being this fusion that 
I never really meant to make. 
[Lyrically], Ani DiFranco was 
a really big inspiration for me 
when I was starting out. Playing 
guitar and writing my own 
songs, Spanish music, Patty 
Gri�  n, Puerto Rican reggaeton 
and just Latin music.” 

Why do you touch on tough 
topics in your music?

“I want my music to have 
a message, to do something a 
little more for the world than 
just having a music career. I 
want to do what I can to help 
change our world in positive 
ways. � e power of the mi-
crophone is pretty powerful. 
People come to these festivals 
and it’s amazing the kind of 
power that you’ll have not only 
sonically, but people are singing 
your lyrics, they’re buying your 
merchandise and they’re out 
here for you. I just want to do 
something for the world to 

spread stories that are maybe 
not o� en heard or help some-
body think about an issue in a 
di� erent way.”

We noticed that you play 
multiple instruments onstage, 
do you have a favorite? 

“I really like the bombo 
legüero. It’s the drum that I 
played a couple of times. I’m 
kind of a percussionist/drum-
mer wannabe. It’s like I’m going 
to eventually graduate from 
being a lead singer to being a 
drummer.”
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CELT ATHLETICS & EXTRAS

University of St. � omas 
Head Women’s Soccer Coach 
Nikola Barjaktarevic didn’t 
have to travel far as Celts sign 
La Porte High School standout 
Courtlyn Boxie to Letter of 
Intent Wednesday, Feb. 1. 

� ere was plenty excitement 
in La Porte Gymnasium as one 
by one, college-bound student 
athletes in football and girls 
soccer made their o�  cial com-
mitments on National Signing 
Day. Courtlyn, daughter of 
Cherlyn and � omas Boxie, 
will join UST in fall 2017. Box-
ie, 5’0” forward, who is a big 
part of La Porte Bulldogs soccer 
team, have been awarded Of-
fensive MVP, Newcomer of the 
Year and collected All-District 
accolades. She was also nomi-
nated for 2016-2017 VYPE Top 
Girls’ Soccer Player in Houston. 

Excelling academically, Court-
lyn placed on National Honor 
Society, the dean’s list and 
Honor Roll. She also competed 
in track for La 
Porte. Girls 
high school 
coach Aaron 
Leth relies 
heavily on 
Boxie as a goal 
scorer as well 
as leader for 
the Bulldogs. 
Boxie plays 
club soccer 
for Challenge 
Soccer Club 
and Coach 
Gary O’Brien. 

“Courtlyn has a � rst class 
work ethic in everything that 
she does and her competitive 
nature is a huge asset which 

has enabled her to sustain her 
technical and tactical devel-
opmental progress,” O’Brien, 
who has been an instrumental 

part in the recruiting process, 
said. “Courtlyn is a courageous 
and brave player. When adding 
her physical speed, with these 
attributes as a forward she is 

Celts  to Cure
On Saturday, Feb. 25 the 

women’s and men’s basketball 
teams will celebrate their Senior 
Night playing against Wiley 
College at 2 and 4 pm. How-
ever, this Senior Night will be 
celebrated in an unexpected 
way: the Celts will be holding 
a Coach to Cure fundraiser 
to raise both money for and 
awareness about Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy. 

� e idea for the event was 
developed a� er UST junior Da-
vid Gonzalez, who himself has 
Duchenne, approached Coach 
Todd Smith about holding a 
Coach to Cure event. Prior to 
and during the game, infor-
mation about Duchenne will 
be given out to raise awareness 
about the form of muscular 
dystrophy. In addition, t-shirts 
saying “Celts to Cure” will be 

available for purchase by those 
who attend the games.

“We have seven seniors on 
the women’s basketball team 
and they’ve been a huge part 
of our women’s basketball 
program for the last four years,” 
Smith said. “It’s going to be sad 
to see them go, but we’re going 
to honor them in between the 
two games. Both the men’s and 
women’s games are important 
for them to qualify for the Red 
River Athletic Conference 
post-season tournament as 
well.”

Immediately following the 
men’s basketball game, the 
men’s and women’s soccer 
teams will play against Gon-
zalez’s power soccer team, the 
Houston Fireballs. � e Celts 
will be playing in the same 
power wheelchairs that are used 

constantly an o� ensive threat. 
She always shows � rst class 
attitude and will be an excellent 
addition to University of St. 
� omas Women’s Soccer team.” 

“Courtlyn will add another 
dimension to our attack, both 

defensively with 
her high work 
rate, as well 
as o� ensively 
with her speed 
and ability to 
create and � nish 
chances. � is 
will comple-
ment our team 
very well. I was 
impressed with 
her personality, 
commitment 
to excellence 

and her competitive spirit,” 
said Coach Nikola Barjak-
tarevic who � rst noticed Boxie 
attending Next Level Soccer ID 
Camp past summer. Her speed, 

natural goal scoring ability 
and work rate attracted many 
college coaches at the ID Camp, 
but University of St. � omas 
seemed like best � t for this 
Houston native.

Courtlyn on her decision to 
become a Celt: “A� er visiting 
the UST campus o�  cially, there 
was honestly no doubt in my 
mind that this is where I want-
ed to attend. I can’t wait to be a 
part of the team and aid in the 
momentum… this will be my 
family for the next four years 
and the place where I continue 
to develop. Go Celts!”

Boxie plans to major in 
Biochemistry at the University 
of St. � omas and will start her 
freshman year in fall 2017. She 
will wear jersey 24 playing for 
the Celts.

Reprinted with permission 
from USTCelts.com

By Erin Larson
Features Section Editor

In an e� ort to recommit to 
the University of St. � omas, 
the Basilian Scholastics – col-
lege-level theologians preparing 
for ordination into the Basilian 
priesthood – have been relo-
cated from Toronto, Canada, 
to the Keon House on campus. 
Construction of the residence 
was completed Nov. 2016, 
replacing the previous Basilian 
dwelling of Donaghue House 
in order to make room for both 
the scholastics and 
priests. � e house is 
named a� er the late 
Father James Keon, 
a beloved longtime 
philosophy pro-
fessor at UST, and 
is located at 4019 
Yoakum Boulevard.

� e inhabitants 
of Keon House 
opened their doors 
for an open house 
Feb. 20, allowing a 
glimpse into their stately new 
home. � e northern half of the 
house is to host the Scholastics, 
and the southern half to host 
the priests. Among the accom-
modations are several parlors, a 
study and a laundry room – not 
to mention the spacious private 
chapel and lavish kitchen, of 
which the priests giving spon-
taneous tours at the open house 
seemed particularly fond.

 In speaking with 
Father Ted Baenziger regarding 
the current resident situation, 
he said “� ere is room for 
twenty here; at the moment 

there are eight of us, two of 
which are scholastics, and 
two of us which are retired.” 
However, more scholastics will 
continue to relocate from To-
ronto to continue their studies 
on our campus; “Toronto has 
been the center for the Basil-
ians since 1922, and it’s still 
the center, but those working 
on studying theology will be 
moving here to Keon House,” 
said Fr. Baenziger. 

 Before construction 
began in 2015, Campus Min-
istry Chaplain and Director 
Father Mike Buentello told the 

Basilian eBulletin (www.basil-
ian.org) that the new building 
demonstrates the Basilian 
Fathers’ ongoing commitment 
to the University of St. � omas 
and its future; he said the 
changes within the Catholic 
Church and the growth of 
the Order’s presence in the 
southern U.S. prompted the 
relocation of the Scholasticate. 
Moving forward, all Basilian 
priests are to complete their 
theological studies on campus 
as well as at St. Mary’s Semi-
nary.

by the players of the Fireballs. 
Houston Dynamos player 
Michael Lisch will be coaching 
the Celts and the event will be 
emceed by Hot 95.7 radio host 
Sarah Pepper.

“I am looking forward es-
pecially to making a di� erence 
in the � ght to end Duchenne 
along with the Houston Fire-
balls and the entire St. � omas 
community,” Gonzalez said. 
“� e other members of the 
Fireballs team are excited about 
meeting the St. � omas soccer 
teams on the court, having a 
good time and working with 
them in this great cause.”

Reprinted with permission 
from USTCelts.com

Boxie Inks with Celts on Signing Day

Straight Outta Toronto




