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� is column, which I would 
like to entitle “Trails and Goals” 
because the two go together, 
since our goals (students’ and 
professors’) are intertwined 
and our trails are forged in an 
interdependent society, leading 
us all to that common goal of 
life with God in freedom from 
sin, this monthly re� ection 
begins today.

As for me…, call me Fr. Ted, 
my trail has been all over the 
place, from Detroit, Michigan, 
through Canada and France 

� e 67th annual Universi-
ty of St. � omas Mardi Gras 
Scholarship Gala was held 
Saturday, Feb. 25, 2017, at the 
Hilton Americas-Houston 
and raised a record amount 
of over $1.8 million for the 
Ivany Family Scholarship Fund 
to provide scholarships to 
deserving undergraduate and 
graduate students at UST. � e 
annual gala paid tribute to out-
going University of St. � omas 
President Dr. Robert Ivany and 
� rst lady Marianne Ivany while 
simultaneously commemorat-
ing the 70th anniversary of the 
founding of the University by 
the Basilian Fathers in 1947. 

Mardi Gras Gala co-chairs 
Annette and George Strake, 
Cathy and Joe Cleary, Mikki 
Hebl and David Harvey, and 
� e Very Reverend George T. 
Smith, CSB greeted the 625 
guests and helped usher in 
an evening of revelry, giving, 
music, dancing and Mardi Gras 
festivities. 

Opening the evening, the 

UST University Singers led 
a procession into the lavish 
second � oor ballroom at the 
Hilton Americas-Houston and 
� lled the room with a moving 
rendition of “Love Divine, All 
Loves Excelling” before taking 
the stage and � nishing the 
opening performance. Mistress 
of Ceremonies Rachel McNeill 
of KPRC-TV then took the 
stage, welcomed the audience 
and introduced a U.S. Marine 
Corps Color Guard.

Isabel Rodriguez of the UST 
University Singers performed a 
powerful version of the national 
anthem that began as a solo 
performance and closed with 
the University Singers joining 
her. Following the anthem, 
His Eminence Daniel Cardinal 
DiNardo, Archbishop of the 
Diocese of Galveston-Houston, 
provided a stirring invocation. 

Guests then enjoyed a 
three-course meal consisting of 
salad with bibb, radicchio and 
mesclun with cucumber, feta 
cheese, olives, tomatoes and 

onion dressed with a lemon 
basil vinaigrette, a main entrée 
of beef � let with sauce chas-
seur, caramelized yam slices 
with dried cranberries, atop 
whipped potatoes and jumbo 
asparagus spears, and a closing 
dessert course of raspberry 
almond pave. 

During dinner, a photo 
gallery of images dating back 
through the entire history of 
the University of St. � omas 
was displayed on the video 
monitors at the front of the 
ballroom. Wine selections 
keeping guests jovial through-
out the night were served in the 
form of Wente Morning Fog 
chardonnay and Hess Shirttail 
Ranches cabernet sauvignon.

At about 9 p.m., Rachel 
McNeill returned to the stage 
and introduced a very special 
video tribute created in honor 
of Dr. and Mrs. Ivany that 
featured beautiful testimonials 
from a host of individuals from 
the UST community, includ-
ing the Mardi Gras co-chairs 

and the Ivany’s adult children: 
Christopher, an Army psychi-
atrist; Mark, a Catholic priest; 
Julianne, a former cultural ad-
viser to the Army; and Brian, a 
West Point graduate and Army 
combat veteran.

Following the video presen-
tation, master of ceremonies 
Rachel McNeill returned to 
the stage to introduce Father 
George Smith, CSB, Superior 
General of the Congregation 
of St. Basil (Basilian Fathers). 
Father Smith spoke eloquently 
about Dr. Ivany’s service to the 
UST community before passing 
the podium to UST Board 
Chair Dr. Herbert P. Edmund-
son, Jr. 69, who gave additional 
distinguished remarks about 
the president and � rst lady 
before re-introducing Cardinal 
DiNardo.

Cardinal DiNardo took the 
stage for what proved to be one 
of the most indelible moments 
of the entire evening as he 
presented President Ivany with 
a surprise papal gi� , the highest 
honor that can be presented by 
the Papacy to the laity. � e Pro 
Ecclesia et Ponti� ce medal, also 
known as the “Decoration of 
Honour,” was bestowed upon 
Dr. Ivany to mark his extraor-
dinary service to the Church 
through 13 years of service to 
the University of St. � omas. 
“It’s not o� en a President is 
speechless,” Dr. Ivany com-
mented as he received the dis-
tinction while his family stood 
behind him on the stage.

Dr. Ivany additionally in-
troduced the Mardi Gras King 

and Queen, senior communi-
cation major Brandon Park and 
senior BBA/MBA in � nance 
Hunter Byrne. Both are distin-
guished students at UST and 
scholarship recipients. Park, a 
� rst-generation college student, 
is a leader with UST’s Campus 
Ministry. Byrne is vice presi-
dent for UST’s Student Govern-
ment Association.

� e evening then transi-
tioned into the live auction 
conducted by Auctioneer 
Patrick Kelley, which included 
outstanding packages such as 
a weeklong stay in Park City, 
Utah – donated by Cathy 
and Joe Cleary sold twice!, a 
Pebble Beach getaway at the 
Yellow Rose, the family home 
of Charlie � omas, a four-day 
retreat at “Just Enough,” the 
Nantucket home of Jim and 
Maureen Hackett, an exquisite 
hand-stitched needlepoint cross 
collection blessed by Cardinal 
DiNardo, and an exclusive four 
course dinner for 10 with Presi-
dent and Mrs. Ivany at Yauatcha 
Houston, the � rst location of 
the acclaimed restaurant to be 
opened in the continental Unit-
ed States by Hakkasan Group.

� e evening’s festivities 
concluded with a performance 
from Austin-based band Sky-
rocket as it played hits and kept 
the party going until just a� er 
midnight.

(see GALA, Page 2)
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(origin of the Basilian Fathers) 
into Texas, my home since 
1983. Yes, I am an old priest, 

thanks to God’s continuous and 
abundant blessings, thanks also 
to my confreres and to many, 
many good folk who chal-
lenged, cajoled and pushed me. 

Trails? Let’s look at the cam-
pus for some real pathways that 
form a web on the ground and 
in our history at UST. � ere 
is a path that goes from the 
Basilian Fathers’ house around 
the library to the Aca-demic 
Mall; it is not paved. Made by 
thousands of feet in the Hous-
ton gumbo, o� en muddy, not 
“o�  -cial,” it takes students and 
a lot of others from the mall to 
Admissions and Enrollment, 

to Philosphy, Honors, Irish 
Studies and soon! to the Center 
for Nursing and Science. � ere 
are seats on two corners of that 
intersection of Yoakum and 
West Main and I’d like you to 
sit with me and re� ect.

What is that huge structure 
called Keon House and why 
the name?

What is that even huger 
building called Peavy?

� anks for stopping a mo-
ment with me along the trail. 
May your next steps be � rm 
and guided by true values in 
the UST tradition.

Editor’s Note: Fr. Ted will con-
tribute monthly pieces. 

M a r d i  G r a s  G a l a  L i g h t s  T h e  Wa y : 
S e t s  a  R e c o r d  A m o u n t  R a i s e d  f o r  S t u d e n t  S c h o l a r s h i p s  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S t .  T h o m a s 
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UST Faculty Spotlight
By Karina V. Hernandez
Sta�  Reporter

some writing projects in mind 
if I ever reach my goal as the 
� rst Adjunct Emeritus.

Q: One of my Celt Press 
co-workers mentioned to me 
that you plan on still helping 
students even a� er you leave 
UST?  

A: I have always enjoyed 
working with my former stu-
dents on applications or work 
projects. When I leave the class-
room, I will still want to work 
with young people, just without 
stacks of papers to grade! 

Q: How did any past experi-
ences here on campus or before 
you came to St. � omas shape 
who you are today?

A: “What’s past is prologue,” 
Shakespeare has Antonio say in 
the Tempest  (2.1).  Of course 
my experiences as student, 
wife, mother and teacher have 
a� ected me.  Probably the most 
profound academic experienc-
es were the required minors 
in � omistic philosophy and 
theology I had as an under-
graduate in an Catholic college. 
I would never have believed 
then how much of a sense of 
self and of purpose they would 
give me all my life. I would 
have thought that idea bizarre. 
Surprise!

You asked for a note to my 
students-I have two: one:  read, 
question, and always check 
what your sources are selling; 
two: the more you read and 
learn the more wonderfully 
absurd and funny the world 
becomes. Enjoy!

� e Celt Press has been able 
to allow me to learn just a little 
more about our professors 
on campus. For this issue, I 
was able to learn more about 
adjunct professor Ann Bradley. 
She never fails to support the 
University of St. � omas in any 
way she can and always has the 
success of her students in mind. 

Q: What is your main role 
here at UST? 

A: As an Adjunct, I teach one 
or two English courses each 
semester.

Q:  How did you hear or 
what brought you to UST? 

A: � e DeMenil museum has 
always been a favorite. One day, 
22 years ago, I was walking on 
campus and passed a wonderful 
old house. When I saw its sign, 
Shadwell Hall, department of 
English, I laughed and com-
mented that I loved the sense of 
humor. A person standing there 
looked surprised and asked, 
“Do you know who Shadwell 
was?” We talked, she discovered 
I had a Columbia masters and 
Rice doctorate and teaching 
experience, and I found myself 
being interviewed by the De-
partment Chair. Ever since, I 
have been here in the invisible 
role of Adjunct. 

Q: Do you have any current 
research or projects going on?

A: No, my classes and family 
� ll my available time. I have 

GALA, UST Press Release

� e attendees at the 67th an-
nual Mardi Gras Gala included 
George and Annette Strake, Joe 
and Cathy Cleary, Mikki Hebl 
and David Harvey, � e Most 
Reverend George T. Smith, 
CSB, Trini Mendenhall, Marie 
and Bill Wise, Pam and Bruce 
Earthman, ginger Blanton, Raye 
White, Nancy Ames and Danny 
Ward, Pat Moran, Lois and Carl 
Davis, Mary Jo and Mick Can-
tu, Aileen and Andrew McCor-
mick, Odis Peavy, Anna Babin, 
Cynthia Colbert, UST Board 
Chair Dr. Herbert P. Edmund-
son, Jr., Sally and Bill Slick, and 

� e Most Reverend J. Michael 
Miller, Archbishop of the Arch-
diocese of Vancouver and the 
former president of UST.

ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF ST. THOMAS

� e University of St. � omas 
was founded in 1947 by the 
Basilian Fathers as an indepen-
dent, Catholic, coeducational 
university in Houston, TX. 
Situated in the city’s Museum 
District, the University enrolls 
3,312 total students with an 
undergraduate population of 
1,602. Set against the backdrop 
of the Texas Medical Center 
(of which it is a member), UST 

has seen a 75 percent growth 
rate among students pursuing 
degrees in STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics), and over half 
of the undergraduate student 
body pursues a degree in one of 
the STEM � elds. � e Univer-
sity of St. � omas was ranked 
29th in the 2017 edition of the 
U.S. News and World Report’s 
“America’s Best Colleges” list 
of universities in the western 
region of the United States and 
was additionally ranked one 
of the best colleges in the West 
according to � e Princeton 
Review. For more information, 
please visit stthom.edu.

By Karina V. Hernandez,
Senior Advertising Sta�  &
Dr. Rosalind Wyatt, Faculty 
Member

When the average person 
thinks about university business 
schools he or she may think 
about Fortune 500 companies 
focused only on building share-
holder wealth. However many 
students here at the University 
of St. � omas realize that busi-
ness has the power to not only 
make pro� ts for its owners but 

to make a positive di� erence 
in the community and in the 
world at large. 

To fully explore this idea of 
business as a force for good, 
UST is starting a chapter of 
Net Impact. Net Impact is an 
international organization that 
allows students to form con-
nections with ethical businesses 
that want the best for our world 
and for society. Net Impact pro-
vides students and professionals 
the ability to connect and form 
networks with businesses and 

people who share the same 
ideals as them. It holds a yearly 
conference that allows stu-
dents to learn how businesses 
are dealing with societal and 
environmental problems, and 
become inspired to make a 
di� erence as well. 

One of the members of this 
new chapter of Net Impact at 
the University of St. � omas, 
Dany Attal, noted that the 
Cameron School of Business 
is among the top three busi-
ness schools in Houston, but 
it typically doesn’t receive the 
recognition that it deserves. He 
hopes that the school through 
its association with Net Impact 
will help distinguish Cameron 
and students like him from the 
rest. 

When some students were 

asked why a group like this 
would interest them, Renata 
Garcia said, “� is group inter-
ests me because our univer-
sity has many hidden talents 
embedded in our student body 
and this club will aid in � our-
ishing our students network.” 
Dany Attal, another member of 
the chapter stated, “� e goal of 
starting the Net Impact Chapter 
is to strengthen the outreach of 
our business school and brand 
UST students as the future 
innovators of Houston.”

� e goal for the new UST 
Net Impact Chapter is to host at 
least one small monthly event 
and one big event per semester. 
Involved students want to show 
the world that UST not only has 
a great business school but that 
it has great students that under-

stand that business has the op-
portunity to change the world 
for the better. And Net Impact 
is not only for students major-
ing in business, but anyone who 
believes that business can be 
both ethical and bene� cial to 
the world. 

� e UST Net Impact chapter 
wants to show the world that 
to be successful in business, 
it does not have to be at the 
expense of people or the planet. 
UST Net Impact is ready to 
change the Houston communi-
ty and even the world.

For more information about 
UST Net Impact, contact Fac-
ulty adviser Dr. Rosalind Wyatt 
at wyattr@stthom.edu or Maria 
Galvez at galvezmj@stthom.
edu.

Net Impact Aims To Make 
A Big Di� erence in the Way 

Business Is Done at UST

Clubs at UST
By Bree Athey
A & E Reporter

� e majority of students 
attended the club fair put on 
by one of the acronyms around 
campus (it’s a joke, it’s OK to 
laugh.) � is article and the 
ones to follow in this series are 
for the many of us that were 
attending to either represent 
one of our clubs, or sign up for 
the email list again because we 
always miss one meeting and 
end up missing six other ones 
because we didn’t sign up for 
the email list at the previous 
meeting. � is series of articles 
will be to address events put 
on by clubs around campus 
that you didn’t know about (or 
probably you might be well 
versed in all the clubs business; 
good for you.) 

ECOS club, or the Environ-
mentally Concerned Orga-
nization of Students will be 
holding a tea sale from 12:30-2 

p.m. on March 9, 2017 at the 
seal. ECOS, lead by president 
Nicolás Travieso, is also search-
ing for volunteers for their new-
est project baking with a twist! 
It’s baking with solar ovens—
environmentally friendly and… 
cookies! If you’re interested in 
volunteering or attending once 
a month meetings, please email 
ECOS at ecos@stthom.edu! 

� e other club I decided 
to tackle (pun intended) was 
the Flag Football club lead by 
captain Lucas Kretzschmar, 
they’re pushing about 50 play-
ers currently, but even the NFL 
always needs more. Starting the 
beginning of March they’ll be 
holding friendly scrimmages 
and later on, friendly competi-
tions (leave your Hail Mary’s at 
home Aaron Rodgers). If you’re 
interested in � ag football, their 
desired email is ustsportclubs@
gmail.com. 

And now the weather 
brought to you by… no one. It’s 

Texas. � e weather will have 
� uctuated before the ink is dry 
on this paper.

Editor’s Note: Want your club 
or organization talked about in 
our paper? Email us at thecelt-
press@stthom.edu. 
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By Gabbi Magana
A & E Section Editor

Cuando Ser Bicultural Trans-
forma Tu Vida

Por: Gabbi Magana
Cada que me encuentro 

con personas que hablan más 
de un idioma, me pregunto 
¿cuál es su historia? y ¿cómo 
es que aprendieron el segundo 
idioma? 

En mi caso, inglés es el idio-
ma que aprendí como segunda 
lengua. Sin embargo, no fue 
hasta que me mudé a este país 
que lo comencé a utilizar del 
día a día. Al principio todo 
paso muy rápido y me tomó 
bastante tiempo ir adaptán-
dome a todos los cambios no 
solo de idioma, si no culturales 
también. Es un proceso bonito 
de mucho crecimiento, pero 
también muy complejo. 

Después del pico de cambios 
y ahora que todo está tomando 
su forma y trayectoria, me doy 
cuenta que hay con� ictos bicul-
turales que afectan la respuesta 
emocional de la persona que los 
experimenta. El llegar a estas 
realizaciones puede traer pens-
amientos que afectan nuestro 
estado de ánimo y estabilidad 
emocional. Incluso, al tener la 
carga académica con la cual 
UST reta a sus estudiantes, se 
puede ver afectado nuestro 
desempeño y manejo de priori-
dades. 

Afortunadamente, UST 
ofrece servicios de consejería 
psicológica. El personal capacit-
ado entiende los con� ictos 
que se pueden presentar en 

un individuo de más de una 
cultura. Son sensibles a estas 
problemáticas y proveen de un 
espacio seguro de expresión 
pero más que nada de descu-
brimiento personal. No sólo se 
especi� can en eso, pero si es 
algo con lo que has estado en 
con� icto personal, te recomien-
do que visites la o� cina de 
consejería en Crooker 206. Sin 
saberlo, puedes estar teniendo 
problemas en otras áreas de tu 
vida a causa de con� ictos sin 
resolver por los cambios que 
aclimatarse a una cultura nueva 
trae consigo. 

Nota: En el número anteri-
or, mencione que ser bilingüe 
tiene muchas ventajas. Si te 
interesa saber más sobre los 
programas que UST ofrece para 
perfeccionar tu español, puedes 
contactar a ISML Departamen-
to de Estudios Internacionales 
y Lenguaje Moderno, ellos 
ofrecen licenciaturas en francés 
y español, así como concentra-
ciones menores en árabe, chino, 
italiano y japonés. Puedes 
contactar a la Dra. Elizabeth 
Coscio, Ph.D., directora del 
Programa de Español, al (713) 
942-3495. Su o� cina tiene un 
examen escrito de ubicación 
para determinar dónde te 
encuentras dentro del ámbito 
bilingüe de español. También, 
en el otoño, si eres estudiante 
avanzado, puedes aprender so-
bre los países de habla hispana, 
así como su cultura y literatura. 
Incluso, puedes tomar cursos 
para perfeccionar tu español 
para el mundo de los negocios. 
Recuerda que no es lo mismo 
darte a entender en el ámbito 

informal, familiar y de amigos, 
que en el mundo profesional y 
de negocios. No dudes y toma 
un examen de ubicación. 

***********************
Translation:
When Being Bicultural 

Transforms Your Life

Every time I ran into some-
one who speaks more than one 
language, I wonder what their 
story is and how it was that they 
learned their second language.

In my case, English is my 
second language. However, it 
wasn’t until I moved to this 
country that I started to use it 
on a daily basis. At � rst, every-
thing happened fast and it took 
a while for me to adapt to all 
of the changes, not only based 
on language, but in culture as 
well. It is a beautiful process of 
growth, but it is also a complex 
path. 

A� er the peak of changes 
and now that everything is tak-
ing its course, I realize there are 
bicultural con� icts that a� ect 
the emotional response of the 
person who goes through them. 
� ese realizations can bring 
thoughts that a� ect our mood 
and emotional stability. Even 
the academic performance can 
be a� ected, as well as the man-
agement of priorities. 

Fortunately, UST o� ers 
counseling services. � e 
quali� ed sta�  understands 
and is sensitive to the con� icts 
that could be present in multi 
cultural students. � ey are 
sensitive to this problematic 
and they provide a safe space 

U S T  M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t 
P r e s e n t s :

An Evening of Scenes from 
Opera and Operettas: Friday 
and Saturday, March 24 & 25, 
2017, 7:30 PM Sunday, March 
26, 2017, 3:00 PM

Spring Student Recital: Fri-
day, March 31, 7:30 PM

Music Preparatory School 
Recital: Saturday, April 8, 2017, 
3:00 PM

� e UST Musical � eater Re-
vue: Monday and Tuesday, April 
10 &11, 2017, 7:30 PM

UST Jazz Ensemble Concert: 
Monday, April 24, 2017, 7:30 
PM

UST Wind Ensemble Con-
cert: Friday, April 28, 2017, 7:30 
PM

Piano Studio Recital: Stu-
dents of Paul Krysto� ak Satur-
day, April 29, 2017, 3:00 PM

UST Orchestra Concert Sat-
urday, April 29, 2017, 7:30 PM

University Singers Sacred 
Music Concert Chapel of St. 
Basil Tuesday, May 2, 2017, 7:30 
PM

� e Violin - Piano Duo: 
Dominika Dancewicz and 

Donald Doucet Saturday, June 
17, 2017, 7:30 PM

Admission to all UST Music 
events is free.

All take place in the Cullen 
Recital Hall except where not-
ed. For email announcements, 
write to concerts@stthom.edu 
For more information on the 
music program go to mystth-
om.edu/music or call 713-525-
3159.

*Printed with permission 
from the UST Music Depart-
ment.

Cuando Ser Bicultural 
Transforma Tu Vida

of expression but above all, of 
self discovery. � ey not only 
focus on that topic, but if that 
is something that you have had 
personal issues in the past, I 
suggest you visit the o�  ce of 
Counseling Services at Crook-
er 206. Without noticing, you 
might be struggling in other 
aspects of your life because of 
unsolved con� icts that adapting 
to a new culture brings. 

Note: In the previous issue, 
I mentioned the advantages of 
being bilingual. If you are in-
terested to � nd out more about 
the programs UST o� ers to 
improve your Spanish, you can 
contact the ISML International 
Studies Modern Language De-
partment. � ey o� er majors in 
French and Spanish, as well as 
minors in Arabic, Chinese, Ital-
ian and Japanese. You can reach 
Dr Elizabeth Coscio, Ph.D.., Di-
rector of the Spanish Program, 
at (713) 942-3495. Her o�  ce 
has a written placement test to 
determine where you are in the 
bilingual spectrum. In the Fall, 
if you are an advanced student, 
you can learn more about 
Spanish-speaking countries—
their culture and literature. In 
fact, you can take courses to 
improve your Spanish for the 
business world. Remember that 
it is not the same to get around 
the informal, friends and family 
Spanish, then the formal, busi-
ness Spanish. Do not hesitate 
and take the placement test. 

So...What’s 
Happening 

on 
Campus???!

Keep up with the up-
coming events on cam-
pus:

•March 9, 12:30-1:30 
p.m: Mood Management: 
Taking Charge of Feel-
ing Good. Crooker 206. 
Workshop to learn strate-
gies to manage emotions, 
thoughts and behaviors. 

•March 9, 12:30-2:00 
p.m: A Catholic Philos-
ophy of Education. IUE 
Lunch-and-Learn. Art 
Gallery. Fr. Mario D’Sou-
za, C.S.B., Ph,D., will talk 
about his recent book A 
Catholic Philosophy of 
Education: � e Church 
and Two Philosophers, in 
the Art Gallery. 

•March 9, 4:30-5:30 
p.m: Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling Open 
House. Crooker Center. 
Overview of CMHC 
graduate programs and 
counseling profession. 

•March 10, 6:30-7:30 
p.m: Stay � ankful My 
Friends. Crooker COC. 
A� er fasting for the day, 
join the potluck dinner 
to raise awareness about 
global child hunger and 
homelessness. 

• March 10, 8:00-
10:30 p.m: � e Complete 
Works of Shakespeare 
(abridged). Jones � eatre. 
By Adam Long, Daniel 
Singer and Jess Win� eld. 

• March 13-17: 
Spring break! Enjoy the 
Sun!

How are we 
doing, UST? 
Send your 
feedback to 
our news-
paper staff 
by emailing 
theceltpress@
stthom.edu!
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Dear Lenny,
What’s your favorite movie 

and genre?
Warm Regards,
   Alexis Santibañes 

If � ere is Time to Worry, � ere is Time to Pray
By Maria Jose Galvez
Faith & Culture Columnist

Not long ago, I found a 
diagram that gave two options: 
can you � x it? Yes or no. Sur-
prisingly, the reaction on both 
cases was, “then don’t worry.” I 
immediately began to come up 
with arguments that justi� ed 
being worried. However, I 
realized that we only worry as a 

“If 
you could change 

one thing about student life 
on campus, what would it 

be?”

Dear Lenny,
Lenny what’s your daily 

schedule like?
Sincerely,
Shay Bhagat 

Dear Lenny,
Why did you steal my laptop, 

man?
Kat Agundiz

What’s your favorite subway 
sandwich?

Sincerely,
Kimberly Dinh

Dear Lenny,
Which of our sports do you 

like the most?
Leo Skelly

Leo,
� at is a very good question. 

I don’t usually like to describe 
anything using such a poor 
adjective, but I digress.

What is my favorite sport? I 
have to admit that I am biased, 
and therefore cannot truly give 
an honest answer. But, I will 
give a “good” answer.

I think every athlete at UST 
deserves to be praised.

I am extremely proud of 
every athlete, physical or not, at 
our university.

How’s that?
Am I being politically cor-

rect enough to keep my job?
� e students know me well 

enough to know that I would 
never place myself in an unpro-
fessional situation. 

Again, I am getting o�  of 
topic. I do that. O� en.

Kat,
My dear! Stealing and I do 

not go together. Unless, of 
course, you are observing that 
I steal the spotlight once I walk 
into a room.

I apologize about your 
laptop. I know how it feels to 
misplace important objects.

I emphasize the fact that 
you have misplaced the laptop 
because I KNOW that no Celt 
would possibly steal anything 
from another Celt, or any per-
son for that matter.

We have morals and values 
that would prohibit us from 
doing such a thing.

Did you � le a report with 
UST Police?

I have lawyers. Do you need 
them? I can call them up in a 
millisecond.

Alexis,
You may be shocked to know 

that my favorite movie in the 
world is broken into two � lms: 
Kill Bill Vol. 1 and Kill Bill Vol. 
2. 

I ask that you do not judge 
me. It is a quintessential � lm of 
betrayal and revenge. 

I DO NOT ADVOCATE 
FOR BETRAYAL OR RE-
VENGE. 

Of course, we all are aware 
of the quintessential book that 
discusses betrayal and forgive-
ness.

� ere is a necessity to see 
these ideas play out in other 
mediums.

But, I think it is necessary 
to see examples of it so that 
we know how to interact with 
those concepts when we are 
confronted with them.

My favorite genre?
I don’t know. But, I do know 

that I am NOT a fan of horror.

Kim,
� ere are secrets that I would 

rather keep to myself, so you’re 
pushing it by asking me such a 
question.

I’ll be a good person and 
answer.

When I allow myself to eat 
carbs, I tend to enjoy the meat-
ball sub. I mostly like it because 
it is spicy  like myself.

Again, Kim, it is rare that I 
commit such an o� ense agasint 
this fabulous � gure. But, things 
happen.

Let me know  if you have the 
plug at Subway because I’ll take 
advantage of our friendship 
and come in every single day 
expecting free handouts.

I want everything that the 
place has to o� er. 

When students on campus 
see me eating the sandwich-
es, it’ll be free publicity for 
Subway. 

� erefore, my lawyers will be 
contacting you for payment in 
the use of my services.

Shay,
You cannot imagine how 

busy of an individual I am.
First I wake up and check 

that all of my social media are 
up-to-date. � is is to ensure 
that my followers are know 
how my life is progressing.

Secondly, I enjoy a casual 
meal consisting of co� ee, a 
pastry and some fresh fruit. 
A� er all, breakfast is the most 
important meal of the day.

Next, I tend to participate 
in a rigorous workout session 
with my personal trainer. She’s 
a � tness instructor to the stars. 
And, the school knows that I 
need to look good so the funds 
are provided to me accord-
ingly.

I then end my day with 
studying and school work. I 
am working on my 20-year 
Master’s program. I’m almost 
done.

Don’t judge me. I am 
booked o� en. I’m famous.

safety net. It is almost as if we 
go on autopilot and whenev-
er we cannot do something 
to help our situation, we 
worry. When things don’t 
turn out our way, we justify 
our fears by saying, “I knew 
I couldn’t do it.” Stress is 
inevitable, but worrying � xes 
nothing. 

 � e University of Saint 
� omas is founded upon 

both faith and reason. Al-
though faith and reason appear 
to be on two completely op-
posite sides of the spectrum of 
knowing things, people seldom 
talk about what happens when 
we abandon both. Outside of 
faith and reason is the un-
known, and when things are 
unknown, we worry. I wish I 
could tell you that I found the 
perfect cure for worrying, and 
that it was as simple as opening 
and closing your eyes. It is not 
always simple, but it is possi-
ble. As the generation that has 
information at our beck and 
call, many of us � nd it di�  cult 
to deal with impotence. We 
want things to be � xable, and 
we want for it to be us who 
� xes things. 

I can’t say there is an easy 
way to stop worrying, but 
there is an alternative: prayer. 

We have to realize that God is 
omnipotent even in our minds. 
You are never alone. God wants 
to help. He died on the cross 
with open arms as if waiting to 
embrace us. � e least we could 
do is address Him and turn 
our worries to Him. He can 
always do something about it 
even when we can’t. As long as 
we worry, we keep the problem 
close to us, and even though 
it does not help the outcome, 
it allows us to have faux sense 
of control. Sometimes, instead 
of worrying, we have to let it 
go and pray. We just have to 
trust. Yes, if we stop worrying, 
the world will still feel as if it is 
crumbling around us some-
times. However, if that is the 
case, shouldn’t we want to rely 
on the only constant in our 
lives? God, the one fully good 
being, will always be there. So, 

if you must worry, turn to God 
and pray. Especially during this 
Lenten time when worries seem 
to drown us and chocolate can-
not help you through it because 
you possibly gave it up – pray. 
Only then something good 
might come from a little wor-
rying. � e world would bene� t 
from a lot less worrying and a 
lot more praying, because God 
did not put us in this world to 
worry, and if we have time to 
worry, we have time to pray.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

20
QUESTIONS

(of the Editor)

?
1. Did you somehow � nesse 
your way into the Mardi 
Gras Gala?
2. You must have the juice!
3. How are classes going?
4. Is is time to cry about the 
inevitable � nal exams that 
seem to be waiting on the 
chance to rear their ugly 
heads?
5. If Americans boycotted 
every single problematic 
company right now, what 
would we have le� ?
6. Have you skipped class 
and blamed it on the stress 
of He-Who-Must-Not-Be-
Named?
7. Isn’t it possible that any-
one can be elected now?
8. Michelle O. in 2020?
9. Did you give a Valentine’s 
Day card to your bae? 
10. Isn’t the simplest thing 
the sweetest thing?
11. Is Beyoncé a � gment of 
our imaginations?
12. Where are all of the new 
artists who actually make 
good music and not rap for 
suburban teens [people who 
actually think Drake’s “Fake 
Love” is a good song]? 
13. Who else is ready for 
new new music?
14. Who’s graduating with 
their best friend this semes-
ter?
15. Are you attending or 
throwing a graduation 
party?
16. Have you thought of 
ways to outshine your class-
mates?
17. Who’s I-N-D-E-P-E-N-
D-E-N-T? 
18. Do you even know who 
Webbie is? Google him. No, 
I’m serious. Google that 
song. It’s a party song.
19. Louisiana, stand up!
20. Mardi Gras and New 
Orleans and Bourbon Street 
and jambalaya and boudin, 
anyone?

***DISCLAIMER:
20 Questions of the Editor is 
intended for entertainment 
purposes only. 

It’s Spring break already? OMG!

By Erin Larson
Features Section Editor

“When I was a boy and I 
would see scary things in the 
news, my mother would say to 
me: ‘Look for the helpers. You 
will always � nd people who are 
helping.’” -Mr. Rogers

GOOD THINGS AT UST

1. An anonymous entity 
on campus has been leaving 
inspirational notes in elevators 
and bathroom stalls for the past 
several weeks, encouraging us 
all to pursue happiness, love 
ourselves, and keep our chins 
up – these notes have elicited 

Forget the Bad News, Here’s the Good News

L ent

more than a few comments 
and smiles, even amid midterm 
chaos.

2. A group of students 
banded together in an informal 
“Good Deeds Club” and dedi-
cated several days to picking up 
trash along Montrose.

3. One of the vending ma-
chines in Strake is notorious for 
discharging two water bottles 
for the price of one – lately, 
people have been leaving the 
extra beverages on top of the 
machine, paying it forward for 
the next lucky drink-seeker. 

4. � e Celts Women’s Bas-
ketball team beat the Wiley 
Wildcats for the � rst time ever 
and secured the � � h seed in the 
Red River Athletic Conference 
tournament. Go Celts!

5. Free burgers on Darwin 
Day. Need more be said?

GOOD THINGS IN THE 
WORLD

1. Leave No Paws Behind 
raised enough money to help 
sweet, long-su� ering feline 
Valentino make a full recovery 
a� er being admitted with a host 
of health problems – including 
highly contagious sarcoptic 
mange, which made his case a 
particularly tricky one. � ank-
fully, donations poured in 
and Valentino’s condition has 
signi� cantly improved. 

2. Kentucky police o�  cer Jon 
Sterling befriended a Korean 
War veteran with dementia – 
named Norm – and is attempt-
ing to obtain guardianship of 
his new friend. He also started 
a GoFundMe account to raise 
money for Norm’s health needs 
(www.gofundme.com/help-
norm).

3. IKEA released a free 
design for what they’re calling 
the “Grow Room,” an urban 
structure designed in an e� ort 
to promote sustainable, natural 
food sources accessible to 
everyone.

4. As part of the Israel-based 
Peres Center of Peace program, 
16 deaf Palestinian children 
underwent cochlear implant 
surgery; following these proce-
dures, the children could hear 
for the � rst time in their lives. 
� is program is dedicated to 
building healthier and more 
peaceful international relation-
ships.

5. Celebrities took to the red 
carpet for the Academy Awards, 
and the hottest accessory was 
the blue ribbon pin, worn as 
a symbol of solidarity with 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union, which supports the 
rights and civil liberties guar-
anteed by the U.S. Constitution. 
Among the stars sporting these 
ribbons was Sarah Paulson, 
Karlie Kloss, and Ruth Negga.

Celt 
Commentary 

Submissions to the Celt 
Press are welcome and 
encouraged from any 
member of the UST com-
munity. Each submission 
should have the author’s 
name, email address or 
phone number, and nature of 
relationship to the universi-
ty. Students should include 
classifi cation and major. All 
submissions are subject to 
editing.

Letters
to the Editor

The Celt Press accepts 
letters to the editor from 
members of the UST 
community. Letters should 
be 300 words or less, in-
cluding name, email address 
or phone number, affi liation 
with the university, classi-
fi cation, and major. Letters 
submitted anonymously 
will not be published. Email 
letters to the editor at 
theceltpress@gmail.com. 
Letters are subject to edit-
ing.

By Katie Underwood
Sr. Features Reporter

In this increasingly secular 
age, religion is polarizing. In 
fact, apathy toward religion 
has managed to creep its way 
into religions themselves. 
Among Catholics that indif-
ferent attitude is perhaps most 
evident during the season of 
Lent. Some Catholics no longer 
observe the fasting, abstinence 
and sacri� ces of Lent. Of 
course, this indi� erence has 
consequently given rise to the 
attitude of exaggerated holiness 
during Lent as a reaction. Both 
are equally detrimental to spiri-
tual growth.

� ose who choose not to 
observe Lent defend themselves 
by saying that they do not need 

to give up candy in order to 
grow closer to God. Ironically, 
it is this sort of arrogance that 
they are supposed to grow away 
from during these 40 days. It 
might sound silly to give up 
candy bars to grow closer to 
Jesus, but think of it like this: 
Every time a person reaches 
for that candy, he stops himself 
because he remembers that it 
is Lent. � en he thinks about 
Lent, and he is reminded that 
it is the most intense period 
of the liturgical year, the time 
leading up to the Cruci� xion.

However, the people on the 
opposite end of the spectrum 
who brag about their sacri-
� ces are also just as guilty of 
pride and arrogance. Lent is 
supposed to be personal and 
spiritual. Remember Matthew 
6:5-6, which instructs us not to 

pray solely for the purpose of 
being seen by others, but rather 
to pray in private to be seen by 
God alone.

Lent is supposed to be an 
opportunity for penitence, spir-
itual growth and re� ection. It is 
not the time for you to accept 

that you are “good enough,” nor 
is it the time for you to assure 
the world of your holiness. It is 
the time for us all to recognize 
that we are sinners who have 
been saved, and as such, we 
must humble ourselves. 
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EDITORIAL 

By Gaquez Jackson
Editor-In-Chief

Miller Lecture

Most Rev. J. Michael Miller, 
archbishop of Vancouver, was 
this year’s speaker at the annual 
Miller Lecture on Monday, 
February 27, 2017. Archbishop 
Miller, a Basilian, was president 
of UST from 1997 to 2004.

Archbishop Miller spoke to 
a capacity crowd in Jones hall. 
His lecture was entitled, “Has 
Pope Francis Changed the 
Church?”

Dr. Robert Ivany, UST 
president, introduced Arch-
bishop Miller and Fr. Dempsey 
Rosales-Acosta, Chair of the 
UST � eology Department, 
opened the lecture by welcom-
ing Archbishop Miller home to 
UST where he taught in, and 
chaired, the UST � eology De-
partment from 1979 to 1992.

� e lecture is named in hon-
or of former University of St. 

� omas president Archbishop 
J. Michael Miller, CSB, who was 
appointed as the archbishop 
of Vancouver in January 2008. 
� e lecture is made possible 
through the generosity of the 
John W. and Alida M. Con-
sidine Foundation. 

In attendance at the Miller 
Lecture, were Dr. Robert and 
Marianne Ivany, Dr. Joseph 
McFadden, former UST pres-
ident, (1988-1997), incoming 
UST president, Dr. Richard 
Ludwick and Dr. Bert Edmund-
son, Chair of the UST Board of 
Directors.

Many UST employees and 
alumni attended, as well as 
Basilians Fr. Pilsner, Fr. Ted 
Baenziger, Fr. David Bittner, 
and Fr. Janusz Ihnatowicz.

In this day and age of 
technology, it is fairly easy to 
Google the names of individu-
als to be provided with infor-
mation regarding who they are. 
Utilize that ability in this very 
moment.

Search for the backgrounds 
of singer four-time Grammy 
winner Erykah Badu, current 
visual op-ed New York Times 
columnist Charles M. Blow, 
university founder and Booker 
T. Washington student Charles 
P. Adams, Super Bowl XXII 
quarterback and MVP Doug 
Williams, former Louisiana 
State Penitentiary warden Burl 
Cain and Eddie G. Robinson 
who is the most winningest 
coach in college football his-
tory.

You may be surprised to � nd 
that the common denominator 
amongst these individuals is 
that they attended Grambling 
State University, an HBCU with 
a rich history and the ability 
to produce some of football’s 
greatest players.

In Louisiana, my alma mater 
has served as an academic insti-
tution in which students hailing 
from various racial and ethnic 
backgrounds and countries all 
over the globe are given the op-
portunity to attain an education 
that will hopefully lead them to 
greatness in society.

All of what the aforemen-
tioned persons achieved was 

supported through the e� orts 
of a school that has been under-
funded by the state of Louisiana 
since its inception. 

But, this piece is not about 
Louisiana or Texas, and instead 
is my attempt to brie� y and 
clumsily analyze how the 
United States, itself, addresses 
pertinent issues like education. 
Also, it is my way of challeng-
ing my peers and classmates.

Betsy Devos, newly-appoint-
ed United States’ Secretary 
of Education, o� ered some 
particularly disturbing com-
mentary concerning historically 
black colleges and universities 
(HBCUs). A portion of the 
statement reads: � ey started 
from the fact that there were 
too many students in America 
who did not have equal access 
to education,” she wrote. “� ey 
saw that the system wasn’t 
working, that there was an 
absence of opportunity, so they 
took it upon themselves to 
provide the solution. HBCUs 
are real pioneers when it comes 
to school choice.”

Choice? I, � guratively and 
literally, hysterically laughed 
until I died. I was resuscitated 
by my extreme desire to write.

HBCUs weren’t designed 
because of “school choice.” 
� ey were founded because my 
people couldn’t go to the same 
institutions of higher learning 
as white people in segregated 
America. On behalf of HBCU 
Alumni around the world, 
please do the work and research 
the rich history and accom-

View are examples of schools 
in our neighborhood that could 
become partners in crime, in 
regards to academia.

Additionally, it is important 
that we begin to build relation-
ships with all types of academic 
institutions so that we make a 
bigger impact on our commu-
nities. Houston could bene� t 
greatly from its students’ par-
ticipation in e� orts to positively 
a� ect it.

Perhaps, I am merely a 
dreamer. But, I like to think 
that someone is listening out 
there and is down to help make 
this dream come true.

Building relationships with 

other schools would improve 
the chances of students like 
myself, who do not identify as 
Catholic or a Texan, coming to 
attend. But, you don’t have to 
wait on UST to build that con-
nection for you. Connect with 
students at other schools via 
LinkedIn and on social media.

Let’s make our school a true 
school choice. Could we do 
that? I know that it is possible.

It is up to us as students and 
future graduates of this institu-
tion. Let us take this challenge 
and attempt to change the lives 
and experiences of students of 
UST’s future.

Let’s Ditch Exclusion and Become � e Ideal “School Choice”?
plishments of HCBUs and 
HBCU graduates. HCBUs have 
contributed greatly to society 
and deserve to be recognized 
and acknowledged.

It saddens me that a Mich-
igan billionaire who has been 
given, and I do emphasize the 
verb given, a position that is ac-
companied with a vast amount 
of responsibility should make 
this and other uneducated 
comments.

So, what can we do as an 
academic institution?

� e University of St. � om-
as could team up with some 
HBCUs in our vicinity. Texas 
Southern University and Prairie 
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OP-ED & EXTRAS

By Katie Underwood
Sr. Features Reporter

For the spring 2017 semester, 
students living in the University 
of St. � omas residence halls 
will notice an increased pres-
ence of faith-centered events. 
Last semester a survey was sent 
out to all residents requesting 
feedback for Residence Life. 
� ere was an overwhelming 
demand for more faith-based 
events in the residence halls.

“Students who live in Guinan 
approached us and asked for 
Residence Life to o� er more 
faith-based events,” Ana Alicia 
Lopez, director of Residence 

Faith that
RESonates

Life and Conference Housing, 
said. “Our approach in Res-
idence Life is that, if there’s 
something you want, we want 
to give you the ability to create 
it. You guys know best what you 
need, we just want to support 
you. I think the most import-
ant thing is that students were 
asking for it. � ere’s something 
that students want, I think it’s 
important for us to provide 
for that within our reasonable 
ability.”

As a result, a group of stu-
dents, called Faith that Reso-
nates, was organized to plan 
such events. � ree Bible studies 
were hosted a� er the 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday Mass and, notably, the 
Mexican Christmas tradition 

of Las Posadas in Guinan Hall. 
Sophomore Roberto Brunel, 
a member of Faith that Res-
onates, said he was invited to 
join the group and wanted to 
remain a member because of 
his own experiences at a sec-
ularized university before trans-
ferring to UST last semester. 

“We just sort of brought an 
all-star team together for people 
who are interested in strength-
ening the Catholic identity in 
the Residence Halls,” Brunel 
said. “We’re about bringing 
that into the daily lives of the 
people who live in Guinan. You 
can’t � nd that at your big public 
universities, you just can’t.

So far this semester, Faith 
that Resonates has helped bring 
a weekly night mass (every 
Wednesday at 8:15 p.m.) to 
the Chapel of St. Macrina in 
Guinan Hall. Last semester’s 
trend of praying the nightly ro-
sary at 10 p.m. following Night 

Prayer is being carried over and 
continued. In addition, Bible 
studies have now become week-
ly: four di� erent Bible studies, 
one of which is conducted 
entirely in Spanish, are open to 
students, who can register and 
� nd out more information at 
USTbiblestudy.edublogs.org. 
All students are encouraged to 
become Bible study leaders by 
completing the training with 
Lopez.

“We just want to help St. 
� omas continue to be a place 
that is supportive of the Cath-
olic tradition and for people 
to be openly Catholic and love 
their faith and see the beauty of 
faith in action,” Brunel said.

� e creation of the Peer 
Minister position is also a new 
addition to the life of residents. 
Any student interested in the 
role can apply for it through the 
Centralized Leadership process. 
Next semester residents will 

also see the � rst four Living 
Learning Communities, two 
of which will be faith-based. 
Anyone interested in joining 
Faith that Resonates or even in 
pitching an idea to the group is 
welcome to join their meetings 
every Tuesday morning at 8:30 
a.m.

“Having the ability to create 
the events here in the residence 
halls, where students live and 
where they spend the major-
ity of their time, makes it feel 
more homey and authentic,” 
Lopez said. “It’s creating that 
sense of community that a 
lot of students got from their 
parishes and their families. 
Your on-campus community 
becomes your parish and your 
family, kind of all rolled up into 
one in its own unique, col-
lege-experience way.”

Have a response to the 
Editor-In-Chief? � e Celt 
Press is welcoming of any 
original opposite editorial 
written by a member of 
the UST family.

We WANT your 
amazing 

submissions!

UST’s Lormand captures 
� nal RRAC women’s hoops 
weekly award of the season

Mon, Feb. 27, 2017 - Wom-
en’s Basketball

WACO, Texas – Maghen 
Lormand (SR/� e Woodlands, 
Texas) of the University of St. 
� omas (Texas) capped her 
regular season collegiate career 
by being honored as the RRAC 
Women’s Basketball Player of 
the Week for the dates of Feb. 
20-26. � is is the conference’s 
15th and � nal women’s weekly 
award of the 2016-17 basketball 
season.

Lormand scored 49 points in 
the � nal two games of the sea-
son as the Celts’ earned a berth 
in the 2017 GEICO RRAC 
Women’s Basketball Tourna-

Printed with permission 
from UST Celt Athletics

ment with a pair of conference 
victories. � e senior forward 
notched 24 points on � ursday 
to knock o�  Jarvis Christian 
College (Texas), 67-57. She 
followed on Saturday with 25 
points and eight rebounds in 
a tournament-clinching 78-71 
victory over Wiley College 
(Texas). It was the � rst win 
over Wiley in UST program 
history (1-11 all-time). A native 
of � e Woodlands, Texas, 
Lormand made 18-of-31 � eld 
goal attempts including six 
three-pointers for the week. She 
� nished third in the conference 
in scoring with 17.3 points per 
game, and she was ninth in re-
bounding at 8.4 per game. UST 
grabbed the � � h seed in the 
RRAC tournament at 9-9 with a 
14-13 record on the season.

UST Men’s golf team 
competes in the Claud Jacobs 
Invitational

Mon, Feb. 27, 2017 - Men’s 
Golf

� e Celts traveled to Victo-
ria, TX to play in the 54 hole 
event. Round 2 was rained 
out, resulting in a one-day 36 
hole tournament. � e event 
was played at Victoria Country 
Club and hosted by UH-Victo-
ria on Feb.19-20.

In the team competition, 
the tournament was won by 
#4 Wayland Baptist, posting a 
score of 595. UST � nished with 
a total of 632, to � nish in 6th 
place.

Individually, the men were 
led by Peter � orseth (FR/
Richmond, Texas) who � red 
rounds of 71-77, to � nish T3rd. 
� orseth held the lead a� er 
round one with 71 on a tough 
and windy day. Following 
� orseth was Connor Caldwell 
(FR/Waco, Texas) with rounds 
of 77-78. Rounding out the 

scoring for the rest of the team 
was Carlo Surace (SR/Brisbane, 
Australia) with 89-76, Tyler 
Ledger (JR/Noosa, Australia) 
83-88, and Tyler Talley (SO/
Deer Park, Texas) 82-90.

� e golfer’s travel to San 
Antonio on Feb.27-28 to play 
in the San Antonio “Shootout”, 
hosted by Our Lady of the Lake 
and Oklahoma City University. 
� e tournament will be played 
at the TPC at San Antonio and 
features the #1 (Oklahoma City 
University), #2 (Texas Wesley-
an) and #4 (Wayland Baptist) 
ranked teams nationally in the 
NAIA.
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World Premiere of A Heroine Free Summer by Houston University of St. 
� omas Playwright Dr. Janet Lowery

WHAT: A Heroine Free 
Summer by Janet Lowery. � e 
story centers on four sisters as 
they relive memories, address 
past traumas and learn to heal.

WHEN: Shows at 8 p.m. on 
March 30-April 1, April 6-8 and 
April 13-15. Matinee at 3 p.m. 
on April 9 and a Pay-What-
You-Can night at 8 p.m. on 
April 10.

WHERE: Mildred’s Um-
brella � eater in the heart of 
the Washington Avenue Arts 

District continues its 2016-
2017 season.  Studio 101 – 1824 
Spring Street, Houston, TX 
77007

COST: Regular admission: 
$25, Students, Seniors and Arts 
Industry: $15; Group rate $15 
ticket

CONTACT:  Tickets are on 
sale now at www.mildredsum-
brella.com  For more informa-
tion, call 832-463-0409 or email 
info@mildredsumbrella.com

BACKGROUND:  

 Chesley Krohn, who has 
been selected to direct the pro-
duction, had this to say, “Janet 
Lowery has written an engag-
ing and thought provoking 
play about four sisters at their 
annual lakehouse retreat. We 
are moved to both laughter and 
tears as the characters wrestle 
over sweeping space, spoons 
(yes, spoons), and who gets to 
steer. But, as with all families, 
this one also has its secrets and 
denials, speci� cally a history of 

addiction. Lowery’s characters 
battle over two teenage neph-
ews, who, like far too many 
youth, have fallen victim to 
drug abuse. It is a battle that 
will require honesty, forgive-
ness, and compassion from all 
concerned.”  

A faculty member at the 
University of St. � omas for 
more than 20 years, Dr. Low-
ery’s poetry has been published 
in numerous anthologies and 
literary reviews such as Endless 
Mountains Review, Poetry East, 
Greensboro Review, Concho 
River Review, Fideles, Pennsyl-

vania English, 13th Moon, and 
elsewhere. Her collection of 
poetry based on women from 
Greek mythology called Tra�  c 
in Women was published in 
2008 by Odonata House; the 
trilogy of plays TRAFFIC IN 
WOMEN I, II, III—Educating 
Athena, A Grief Group in the 
Underworld; and A Retrial 
of the Danaids, respectively, 
was produced 2006-2008 on 
the University of St. � omas 
campus. She recently completed 
a manuscript of translations 
from the Spanish of Miguel de 
Unamuno.  
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Celts  to Cure
By Katie Underwood
Sr. Reporter

On Feb. 25 the men’s and 
women’s soccer teams partici-
pated in Celts to Cure, a Coach 

to Cure event. Coach to Cure 
is a program intended to raise 
awareness about and money to 
research Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy, a disorder that breaks 
down muscle tissue 
in every 1 out of 
3,500 young men. 

� e idea for 
Celts to Cure was 
� rst developed 
when UST junior 
David Gonzalez, 
who has Duchenne 
and is actively 
involved with 
Coach to Cure, 
reached out to UST 
athletic director 
Todd Smith about 
the possibility of 
hosting such an 
event. � e program 
is usually done 
through a football 
game between a 
school’s players 
and a sports team 
whose members 
are a�  icted by 
muscular dystro-
phy. � e University 
of St. � omas Celts athletic pro-
gram opted for a power soccer 

game between the Celts and 
Gonzalez’s power soccer team, 
the Houston Fireballs. Power 
soccer is played in motorized 
wheelchairs by both teams with a 
large soccer ball. 

“� e Fireballs were simply 
elated by the opportunity to meet 
new people from the St. � omas 
community and they felt wel-
come by the entire community,” 

Gonzalez said. “My favorite part 
of the event was the fact that the 

Please
Recycle!

event brought people together for 
the purposes of making a di� er-
ence. Everyone met a new person 
that day and it was because we 
were all united in the � ght to end 
Duchenne.”

� e entire Celts to Cure event 
began with the basketball teams’ 
Senior Night. � roughout the 
women’s and men’s games, mon-
ey was raised for Coach to Cure 

through donations and T-shirt 
sales. Following the end of the 

men’s game, the power soccer 
game between the Celts and the 
Fireballs commenced. Junior 
Chelsea York was one of the 
soccer players who participated 
in the event.

“I wanted to be involved 
because I thought it was an 
awesome opportunity to connect 
with a great group of children 

over something we 
all had in common: 
soccer!” York said. “I 
quickly realized they 
were much better 
than us and we were 
going to get killed, 
but it was still so 
much fun!”

� e Celts, unused 
to navigating the 
wheelchairs, found it 
di�  cult to compete 
against the Fireballs. 
In each round of the 
game the universi-
ty’s students were 
beaten, with the � rst 
round yielding a 
score of 10-0. How-
ever, not once was 
there a sign of poor 
sportsmanship from 
either team. Women’s 
soccer coach Nikola 
Barjaktarevic said 
that the Celts’ per-

formance eventually improved 
a� er the hal� ime speech given 
by their honorary coach, Michael 
Liech of the Houston Dynamo. 
Subsequent rounds were played 

between 
teams 
with both 
Celts and 
Fireballs to 
even things 
out for both 
sides.

“Men’s 
& women’s 
soccer 
players 
had a great 
attitude, 
but we soon 
realized just 
how good 
Houston 
Fireballs 
are,” Bar-
jaktarevic 
said. “Being 
around 
these young 
ladies and 
young men 

that have 
amazing abilities, such energy, 

and feeling that positive atti-
tude they project around them 
was such an inspiration. Seeing 
Houston Fireball team play in 
their power wheelchairs with 
such grace, control and com-
mand, communicating positively, 
passing to each other, scoring, 
working together made us realize 
how hard do they work and 
how much time they dedicate to 
practicing, how much they love 
playing soccer and their passion 
for the sport we love as well.”

Barjaktarevic said that athlet-
ics is already planning to have the 
Fireballs be their special guests in 
the fall season. In addition, they 
plan to make Gonzalez an honor-
ary captain at one of their home 
games. � e Celts will also go 
watch the Fireballs practices and, 
as Barjaktarevic said, “hopefully 
pick up a few things so that next 
time we can at least score one 
goal.”� e experience is one that 
the Celts will always remember.

“For me, this was a lesson I’ve 
been taught throughout my life 
because I have a brother with ce-
rebral palsy,” senior soccer player 
Montserrat Espinosa said. “My 
brother has always been a happy 
kid and has never been one to be 
le�  behind because of his disease. 
I felt happy to see these kids 
so happy with life despite their 
hindrances and the obstacles they 
must overcome. It was awesome 
to be reminded of the lesson to 
appreciate what you have and 
always live life to the fullest.”

� e athletics department 
raised approximately $1,000 
through Celts to Cure. Coach 
Todd Smith said he hopes to 
make it an annual event. All their 
goals of spreading awareness 
about Duchenne and introducing 
Gonzalez, his family and his � ght 
to the UST community, Smith 
said, were met with great success.

“So o� en with events like this, 
the best thing about is meet-
ing new people, making new 
friends, basically expanding my 
and hopefully our perspective 
about life,” he said. “I think that’s 
as important as anything. � e 
friendship that I formed with Da-
vid and his family is worth more 
than any money.”
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