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Music Doing Good, Inc., 
a nonprofit arts organization 
dedicated to transforming 
lives through music-based 
programming and perfor-
mance experiences, has 
pledged $80,000 to the 
University of St. Thomas 
Music Doing Good (MDG) 
Scholarship Fund.

Attending the MDG 
Scholarship Fund signing, 
UST music majors Haleigh 
Hafely ’19 and Katie Heer-
ensperger ’20 understand 
the importance of this new 
scholarship and partnership 
with MDG and UST.

“This scholarship shows 
that UST believes in me and 
those majoring in the arts,” 
said Hafely.

Hafely, a piano major, 
has performed for the UST 
Performing and Fine Arts 
Association Tea. 

Heerensperger, also a 
piano major, is a winner of 
the Texas Music Teachers 
Association (TMTA) 

The UST Campus Police offer free shuttle services 
to all students for transportation to local businesses 
such as nearby grocery stores, pharmacies, mu-
seums, the Houston Zoo and the Medical Center 
for doctors’ appointments. Call 713-525-3888 to 
schedule a shuttle.

Spring 2017 Shuttle Schedule: 

Monday:  12 p.m.-5 p.m.
Tuesday:  12 p.m.-5 p.m.
Wednesday:  12 p.m.-5 p.m.
Thursday:      12 p.m.-5 p.m.

Todavía estamos cele-
brando a las mujeres este 
mes. En esta ocasión, toca 
el turno de las mujeres de 
origen hispano. Dado que 
acabamos de regresar de 
Spring Break, a veces es difí-
cil el retomar el hábito del 
horario escolar y de trabajo. 
En mi caso, me ayuda el ver 
la vida y trayectoria de otras 
personas que admiro para 
así tomar inspiración de 
ellas, sabiduría, motivación 
y mantenerme enfocada en 
mis metas. 

María Izquierdo es un 
ejemplo a seguir especial-
mente si estás en el área del 
arte. Ella fue una pintora 
Mexicana que perdió a sus 
padres a muy temprana 
edad y por matrimonio 
arreglado, tuvo tres hijos 
antes de cumplir 18 años. 

En poemas como “Yo mis-
ma fui mi ruta,” ella expresa 
mensajes de libertad que 
inspiran a su gente.    

Algo que tienen en común 
todas ellas, es que a pesar de 
los obstáculos que la vida 
les puso, siguieron adelante. 
Esa es la actitud que per-
mite lograr nuestras metas, 
pues no siempre tenemos 
todo bajo control, pero con 
nuestros objetivos en mente 
se encuentra la motivación 
para no desistir. Comparte 
con nosotros con quien te 
identificas y quien te motiva 
a seguir adelante!

Ella aprendió a pintar por sí 
misma y logro ser la primera 
pintora Mexicana en exhibir 
sus obras en Estados Unidos. 
Dedicó su vida a mostrar 
sus raíces por medio de la 
pintura. 

En cuanto a la música, 
cómo dejar pasar a Celia 
Cruz. Ella nos hace recordar 
que “la vida es un carnaval.” 
Nacida en Cuba, trabajó 
tanto en Estados Unidos 
como en diversos países de 
Latinoamérica, ganándose la 
fama de la artista cubana de 
más influencia. Su música es 
símbolo de libertad en una 
era difícil para Cuba. 

 Por último, Julia de Bur-
gos fue una Puertorriqueña 
poeta y activista. Nacida 
en 1914, cambió la vida de 
muchas mujeres, pues era 
activista por los derechos 
humanos de mujeres y escri-
toras afro caribeñas. 

Young Artist Collegiate Piano 
Solo Competition. She will 
also represent UST at the 
TMTA state convention. 
    In 2011, Marie Taylor Bo-
sarge, president and founder, 
recognized a need for music 
programs in the education 
system. She formed Music 
Doing Good, Inc., which 
delivers three outreach 
programs that bring music 
to children in Houston 

who would otherwise not 
have access. Accordingly, 
the programs use music 
to stimulate minds, open 
hearts and ignite imagi-
nation. “Today marks the 
beginning of a relationship 
between Music Doing Good 
and the University of St. 
Thomas that will change the 
lives of music students who 
would not otherwise be able 

to pursue their dreams,” said 
Bosarge. “We look forward 
to continuing this beneficial 
collaboration for years to 
come.”
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Chapel Turns 20

Today’s UST Faculty Spot-
light features Dr. Roberto 
LaCarra of the Criminology, 
Law and Society Depart-
ment. Dr. LaCarra is on 
of those professors who is 
always more than willing 
to help students succeed. 
He never fails to share his 
knowledge or lend a helping 
hand when needed. I had the 
wonderful opportunity to 
learn more about Dr. LaCar-
ra and the amazing journey 
that brought him to the 
University of St. Thomas.

Q: What is your main role at 
the University of St. Thom-
as?  

A: Currently, I am Founder, 
Department Chair and asso-
ciate professor of Criminolo-
gy, Law and Society. My role 
is to oversee UST’s newest 
undergraduate degree.  Cur-
rently, we have 40 students 
in just two years of existence.  
We achieved this because 
my coordinator and I have a 
passion to interact with and 
promote UST to engage the 
community, recruit and mo-
tivate prospective students 
to attend UST or college in 
general, and reform the bro-
ken criminal justice system 
by upholding Catholic Social 
Justice values. 

Q: How did you begin work-
ing at the University of St. 
Thomas?  

A: I was in Los Angeles, Cal-
ifornia working as a tenured 
instructor at a community 
college and for U.S. Con-
gressman Tony Cardenas. 
There was an opportunity to 
start a brand-new program 
at UST.  Professors rarely 
get an opportunity to design 

a program and leave their 
legacy, so it was a wonderful 
opportunity for me. This is 
yet another example of how 
God has touched my life in 
so many ways; I am grateful 
and humbled for this oppor-
tunity. 

Q: Do you currently have 
any research/projects that 
you are working on? 

A: My research and teaching 
interests focus on youth and 
prison gangs.  I get appoint-
ed about four times a year 
to testify or consult as an 
expert witness on criminal 
cases which involve gang 
members and their activities.  
To date, I have testified or 
consulted on over 50 cases.  
Another interest of mine is 
community college studies, 
so I wrote a book called 
“Courage To Learn:  A Navi-
gational Tool for Communi-
ty College Success” coming 
out this year.  The book 
highlights success strate-
gies for students in order 
to transfer to the four year 
college.  I love to see lives 
change for the better, for in-
dividuals and community to 
reach their full potential, and 
I know education is a power-
ful tool to change individual 
and communities. 

Q: A co-worker of mine 
mentioned you have 8 de-
grees. Can you tell us more 
about that? 

A: Well, unfortunately, I 
didn’t take school seriously 
when I was a young man 
and eventually dropped out 
of school in the ninth grade.  
However, God provided 
mentors and others who 
cared about me and eventu-
ally I returned back to school 
on this amazing journey 
which include teaching and 
learning.  My older brother 
was a gang leader in Los 
Angeles and sent to prison 
for murder, drugs and other 
serious matters. I was raised 
by a single mom because my 
father died when I was 12, 
and the public schools I at-
tended were low performing, 
underachieving and failed 
to engage students.  There 
were fights, drugs, horseplay, 

a dropout rate of 60 percent, 
anything but serious aca-
demic study.  Never in my 
wildest dreams did I think 
about going to college or 
being a college professor.   

Q: Finally, do you have 
anything extra to add about 
yourself or say to your stu-
dents? 

A: My first message is to 
the faculty who read this 
article – NEVER GIVE UP 
ON ANY STUDENT.  The 
fact that I earned an AA, 
BA, 5 master’s and Ph.D. 
is evidence that all of us 
are capable of completing 
college and other amazing 
accomplishments.  For me, 
ironically, higher education 
is more important than 
money or material gain and 
the more education I acquire 
the less money or material 
items I need! 
For students, I would ask 
you to reflect on rules I set 
for myself along my journey; 
never go to the same school 
twice, never get the same 
degree twice, and write your 
goals in life down each day 
because I guarantee you 
there is someone or some-
thing that will try to impede 
your goal – Don’t let that 
happen!

The Chapel of St. Basil, 
designed by legendary 
architect Philip Johnson 
and named for St. Basil 
the Great, a fourth centu-
ry bishop in what is today 
Turkey, celebrates its 20th 
anniversary in 2017 in 
conjunction with the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas’ 70th 
anniversary as a private 
Catholic institution of 
higher learning in the City 
of Houston.

Dating back to its incep-
tion and early years, the 
University of St. Thomas 
had an interest in a chapel 
to complete its Academic 
Mall, which was also de-
signed by Philip Johnson 
in the 1950s at the behest 
of arts patrons John and 
Dominique de Menil. 
Johnson saw the chapel, 
his final Houston project, 
completed in 1997. He 
died in 2002.

Under the leadership of 
former UST President Jo-
seph McFadden, the Uni-
versity embarked upon 
a capital campaign from 
1993 to 1995 that helped 
make the Chapel of St. 
Basil a reality. The chapel’s 
cost, roughly $6 million, 
was financed through a 
capital campaign, which 
included a $250,000 do-
nation from the Basilian 
Fathers. 

Groundbreaking on the 
chapel was held March 18, 
1996, and the project was 

completed and dedicated 
by Bishop The Most Rev-
erend Joseph A. Fiorenza, 
now Archbishop Emeritus 
of Galveston-Houston, on 
June 7, 1997, during the 
University’s 50th anniver-
sary year.

From a design perspec-
tive, the Chapel of St. Basil 
consists of, as Philip John-
son himself put it, three 
basic geometric shapes: a 
cube for the body of the 
church, a sphere for the 
dome, and a granite plane 
connecting these shapes 
by intersecting both the 
dome and the cube.

The Chapel of St. Basil 
completes the University’s 
Academic Mall and stands 
in stark contrast to the 
design and aesthetic of the 
other campus buildings 
in order to emphasize 
the singular and sacred 
relationship the chapel has 
with the University com-
munity. It is composed 
of white stucco and black 
granite while the other 
buildings on the mall con-
sist of rose-colored brick. 
The Chapel of St. Basil 
and the Doherty Library, 
which anchors the other 
end of the Academic Mall, 
stand on opposite sides 
of the campus in order 
to evoke the perpetual 
relationship between faith 
and reason.

Faculty Spotlight, 
Editor’s Challenge:

Throughout this issue, 
clues have been placed to 
lead you to figure out the 
name of a UST faculty 
member. Solve the clues 
and the first person to send 
the correct name of the 
faculty member will win a 
UST hoodie. 

Send your answer to 
TheCeltPress@stthom.edu.
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For most people, working 
in a movie is only a fantasy. 
It is fun to daydream about, 
but it is ultimately just that: a 
dream. Few people consider 
it a serious option, but for 
others, the passion is great 
enough that they must real-
ize the dream.

Along with her friend 
Olivia Wilke, UST junior 
Bridget Groff will be direct-
ing a short film titled Open 
Soul. The script, which pre-
viously appeared in Laurels, 
is entirely Groff ’s own work. 
Open Soul tells the story 
of a young man who, after 
deciding to leave the cult of 
which he has been a member 
for some time, must face the 
consequences of his depar-
ture. This is the first time 
that either Wilke or Groff 
will be seriously working on 
a film.

“We have no idea what 
we’re doing,” Groff said. 
“We’re just doing it and 
hoping that it works out, and 
I think that’s how you should 
make your first movie. Just 
do it and see what happens.”

Groff, who says she has 
always loved writing, first 

thought of the idea after 
reading an article accusing 
all religions, specifically 
Christianity, of being cults. 
She said this perspective 
interested her because she 
does not hold the same view 

of Christianity and had al-
ways been fascinated by cults 
in general.

“What kind of person do 
you have to be in order to 
get followers, to get people 
to believe you are, in a sense, 
God?” Groff said. “How do 
you get people to kill them-

selves, how do you brain-
wash people? I’ve always 
wanted to write creatively 
about it, but I wanted to do 
it in a way that was really 
subtle. I didn’t want it to be 
cheesy. I didn’t want it to be 

about people drinking Kool-
Aid.”

Groff, a self-professed 
“film nerd”, said that she has 
always dreamed of making 
movies. In high school she 
made films with her friends 
while also continuously 
writing scripts, but said that 

her previous works were 
not usually written with the 
intention of being filmed. 
However, she knew that she 
wanted Open Soul to be 
made into a movie from the 
very start.

“This one I wrote with 
the intention of making it 
because I wanted to write 
something that would be 
easy to make but would also 
be really meaningful to me,” 
Groff said. “So I wrote it with 
the aim to make it. That’s not 
how I write a lot of movies, 
but this I really wanted to 
make.”

After sharing the script 
with Wilke, who agreed to 
work with her as a director, 
Groff posted an online cast-
ing call for Houston actors. 
Professor Eric Domuret 
gave the girls permission to 
use Jones Hall for auditions, 
which were held March 
18. Groff and Wilke saw 15 
actors read lines, including 
a man from The Woodlands 
who worked in Clint East-
wood’s film Sully (2016). 
Groff said she was impressed 
by those who auditioned for 
her film.

“Because it has some 
Christian themes and deals 

with themes about God and 
life and death, a lot of people 
have approached me and 
asked if I’m making a ‘Chris-
tian’ movie,” Groff said. “I’ve 
never thought about it being 
marketed to a Christian 
audience. It’s just a movie 
that reflects upon what it 
means to follow something, 
to subscribe yourself to 
something.”

By the end of this week a 
cast list or decision to hold 
callbacks will be made, with 
filming scheduled to begin 
in May. Filming locations 
will include venues through-
out the Montrose area, 
including Young Hall at UST.

T h r o w  B a c k  T h u r s d a y :  W h e r e  A r e  T h e y  N o w ? 

Bridget Groff and Olivia Wilkes Watch Auditions

The year was 1982. 
UST’s student newspaper 
was named The Caul-
dron. The Faculty Adviser 
was English department 
professor, Dr. Julian 
Wasserman (RIP). Ronald 
Reagan was president and 
George Bush (41) was vice 
president. UST had 1,543 
students. The Cauldron’s 
Editor-in-Chief was junior 
English major, Michael 
Fleming, (‘84). Anoth-
er English major, Mary 
Kelleher, (‘85) was associ-
ate editor. 

What became of these 
intrepid journalists? 

Michael Fleming went 
on to law school at UH. 
Fleming is now the man-
aging partner of his law 
firm. In addition, he is a 
Basilian Appointee to the 

UST board of directors, 
and volunteers as an ad-
junct at UST co-teaching 
Law & Society with Rick 
Young. He married UST 
alumna, Natalie Jack-
son Fleming (’86), also a 
lawyer. 

Dr. Mary Kelleher-Fitz, 
obtained an MA and 
Ph.D. in English and 
American Literature, as 
well as a Master of Library 
Science from UNT. Dr. 
Kelleher taught part-time 
at UST from 1991 to 1997 
and has been back full-
time since 2004. In her 
current role, Dr. Kelle-
her-Fitz is Beran Library 
Chair (St. Mary’s Semi-
nary) and teaches English 
in the UST Master of 
Liberal Arts program. 

Editor’s Challenge
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From Batman vs. Superman to debt, 
relationships or Japanese hand-drawn (or 
computer) animation, Lenny will steer you 
right. Trust Lenny.

During this time of Lent, many 
Christians are presented with hard-
ships in contemplating what Christ 
has done for us. I have even heard 
non-Christians comment on how 
the love we have for Jesus and what 
we believe He has done for us is a 
bit crazy, but beautiful nonetheless. 
However, we easily put our Virgin 
Mother aside when we think of Lent. 
Yes, it should be more about Jesus, 
but Our Lady is one of the people Je-
sus loved the most on this earth, for 
He picked her to be His mother and 
companion. She did not back down 
from her duty. She endured pain 
and suffering and did not turn away. 
Silently she stood, witnessed and 
loved. Jesus would have wanted us to 
accompany her, for even He stopped 
along His path while carrying the 
cross to comfort the women who 
were crying for Him. Should some-
one not as well comfort His mother?

Mary Fer Galvez, an R.C. Mission 
Corps missionary from Washington 
D.C., explained a variation of the 
Stations of the Cross, a prayer that 
recalls all of the stages of Jesus’ cruci-
fixion. In this variation, the stations 

are prayed backwards and called 
the Marian Stages of the Cross. This 
is done in order to remember that 
after the crucifixion, the Virgin Mary 
had to walk back home burdened by 
the memory of her Son’s pain and 
suffering. 

This Lent, challenge yourself to 
walk and pray with Our Lady. If 
nothing more, she was Jesus Christ’s 
mother. If nothing less, she was only 
human. When you are struggling, 
failing, saddened or discouraged – 
do not feel alone. Remember Our 
Mother is always walking beside us. 
If you struggle with your faith, ask 
her to teach you how to love God 
and Jesus unfailingly as she did. 
Remember Saint Joseph who also 
started the journey with them. It 
only took a dream to convince him 
to foster a child that was not his 
own, and love a woman whose jour-
ney would be more difficult than any 
other woman’s. All this he did out of 
love for God.

 During the crucifixion, Jesus told 
His apostle, “behold your mother,” 
and He told Our Lady, “behold your 
son.” Saying this, Jesus gave His 

mother to us to love and protect us. 
He was so selfless that He did not 
think of His mother as only for Him 
to love. Our Lady stands as yet an-
other sign that Jesus gave everything 
to us out of love, so we would not 
feel alone and so we would know we 
are cared for. Let us not forget about 
her. She learned how to love and 

give herself fully to the will of God. 
Is that not what Lent is about? Who 
better to teach us to do that?

When Our Lady of Guadalupe 
appeared to St. Juan Diego, she told 
him, “Let not your heart be dis-
turbed… am I not here who am your 
mother?” It doesn’t matter if you be-
lieve in her or not. Someone believes 
in her, and those who do, know she 
loves you. So when you feel troubled, 
saddened or alone – or if you feel 
that you have fallen away from Jesus 
and cannot turn to Him – or if your 
head is deceiving you by saying He 
will be less understanding than you 
would like – if you feel any of these 
things, turn to Our Lady, behold 
your mother and rest in her love.

Behold Your Mother

Jordan,
I love anime! Bobobo-bo 

Bo-bobo is a Japanese manga 
series written and illustrated 
by Yoshio Sawai, published by 
Shueisha, and serialized in the 
Weekly Shōnen Jump maga-
zine.

Yen,
If you are referring to our 

personal student loans we 
aquired to pay for our educa-
tion, I think it is worth it. With 
a degree from UST you will get 
jobs, get into graduate school 
and have a return on this in-
vestment ten-fold! 

Charlie,
As much as I wish that I was 

“that guy,” I am not. I work. I 
study. I do homework... but I 
did go to the UST Mardi Gras 
and that place was nothing but 
socially elite!

Joi,
There is only one right 

answer to your question. That 
answer is this: 

WONDER WOMAN

Dear Lenny,
When the moon and the 
stars are aligned, do you 
like to hit the town and 
mingle with the socially 
elite?
Sincerely,
Charlie Perez

Dear Lenny,
Do you like anime? If so, 
what’s your favorite?
Sincerely,
Jordan Batiste

Dear Lenny,
Do you like Batman or 
Superman?
You better not say the 
wrong answer.
Sincerely,
Joi Benjamin

Dear Lenny,
What do you think of our 
school debt? 
Sincerely,
Yen Tran

By Maria Jose Galvez
Sr. Columnist, Faith & Character

Patrick,                                  
YES YOU SHOULD! I don’t 

know what the question is 
you’re going to pop, but still...
you should! Ask me a question! 
Ask your professor, too! They 
get paid to answer questions!

Dear Lenny,
Should I pop the question 
to my girlfriend?
Sincerely,
Patrick Stoner
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The University of St. 
Thomas’ Cameron School 
of Business announced its 
continued partnership this 
spring with the IRS Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistance 
Program (VITA), which of-
fers low-income residents in 
the Houston community an 
opportunity to receive free 
income tax preparation and 
electronic filing. The VITA 
program gives accounting 
and business students a 
hands-on experience in pre-
paring taxes and managing a 
community-based volunteer 
program.

The VITA program is a 
tradition that the Cameron 
School of Business is proud 
to uphold. Students, alumni 
and faculty have all served 
as IRS-certified volunteers 
in the VITA program for 
more than 33 years since the 
founding of the UST Chap-
ter. This year, the program 
will be managed by Lucy 
Petry, JD, MBA, CPA, an 
alumna of the Cameron 
School of Business, who has 
helped run the UST VITA 
program for over a decade.

On Saturdays beginning 
Feb. 4 through April 15, UST 
will offer income tax prepa-
ration services at the M.D. 

Anderson Family YMCA 
on Cavalcade St. Services 
provided will include earned 
income tax credit, dependent 
care credit, child tax credit 
and the education credit, 
and the preparation of Form 
1040EZ, 1040A and the 1040 
‘long form’.

The service will be offered 
to residents in the surround-
ing community, including 
UST faculty, staff or students 
who have a relatively simple 
return. 

To have a return complet-
ed, all clients should bring:

• A copy of their last year’s 
return if available

• Identification and Social 
Security cards of taxpayer/
spouse/dependents

• Current year documents 

such as W-2s, 1099s, 1098-E 
student loan interest, 1098 
mortgage interest and prop-
erty taxes, childcare provider 
statements, 1095- A Health 
Insurance Marketplace State-
ment, and similar papers.

For more information, 
please email: csbevents@
stthom.edu

1. Are you still graduating 
with your best friend?
2. We are halfway done.
3. Are you getting enough 
sleep?
4. Grad students, are you 
guys still alive?
5. Are we giving up or 
nah?
6. Could we have some 
time and space?
7. Or, another Spring 
Break since we work?
8. Who can I run to? 
9. Do you even know of 
the group, Xscape?
10. Drake’s new album, 
though?
11. Passionfruit, though?
12. Grammy awards, 
though?
13. Could I have more 
space to get to 20 ques-
tions? 

***DISCLAIMER:
20 Questions of the Editor 
is intended for entertain-
ment purposes only. 

F r e e  Ta x  P r e p a r a t i o n  O f f e r e d

Student Government Senator Greg Pirolli came up 
with an udea to thank the Basilian Fathers: a celebra-
tion. 

The day is set for next Wednesday, March 29th with 
a special Mass at 5:00 PM and a reception immediately 
following in the Little Art Gallery.

Contact Campus Ministry Coordinator, Austin Cruz 
at cruza1@stthom.edu or Greg Pirolli at pirollg@stthom.
edu.

By UST Marketing

Students help with taxes. Photo by Ronnie Piper

Basilian Appreciation Day! Letters
to the Editor

The Celt Press accepts 
letters to the editor from 
members of the UST 
community. Letters 
should be 300 words or 
less, including name, 
email address or phone 
number, affiliation with 
the university, clas-
sification, and major. 
Letters submitted anon-
ymously will not be 
published. Email letters 
to the editor at 
theceltpress@gmail.
com. Letters are subject 
to editing.

Clubs of UST: The Remix
By: Bree Athey

The first club for the 
UST Club of the BiWeek-
ly Article selection is… 
Emma Stone? Sorry, 
wrong envelope. Fris-
bee! Wait, like the kind 
you throw to your dog? 
No, not that kind! It’s the 
Ultimate Frisbee Club/
Team/Ultimateness? Yes, 
the ones who made it to 
Good Phil Sunday, March 
12 for the playoff divi-
sion of Ultimate Frisbee 
teams alongside UH and 
other less of an acronym 
University. The Ultimate 
Frisbee club holds open 
practices on Mondays 
and Fridays at 4:30 p.m. 
at Crooker Field! Quot-
ing Alex Pirroli, “It is the 
best sport ever and that’s 
a direct fact.” So go see 
if it’ll catch (pun) your 
attention! Everyone is 
welcome to come give it 
their best throw. No prior 
experience is required. 
Although I’m sure your 
dog would like you to get 
more practice. For any 
further questions or con-
cerns about puppies, send 
pictures to me. For any 
concerns about Frisbee 
contact Jaques Powell or 
Alex Pirroli on the field. 
See, I always wondered 
why Ultimate Frisbee was 
becoming bigger—and 
then it hit me! The Frisbee 
hit me. (Cont above right)

The second club chosen 
by the Hogwarts sorting 
hat is… Cedric Diggory? 
Sorry. The letters to Lenny 
keep getting confused 
with mine! It’s Celts for 
Life! The group of March. 
I mean the group that 
marches. Celts for Life 
promotes the pro-life 
stance held by the Catho-
lic church and participates 
in the March for Life 
events! Which is not the 
march of penguins I was 
originally reading into, 
nor is it held in March; 
it’s in Washington D.C. 
Celts for Life holds infor-
mational club meetings bi-
weekly, if you’re interested 
in coming to one, please 
email ustceltsforlife@
gmail.com or the presi-
dent, Kimberly Sanford at 
kimsan4@gmail.com. 
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Girl Power: Illuminating Leaders of the Past and Present
On Feb. 28, 1982, 

President Ronald Reagan 
signed a proclamation that 
designated the week of 
March 7 of the same year 
as Women’s History Week 
in honor of the women 
who, as stated in the proc-
lamation, “made signifi-
cant contributions to the 
growth and development 
of our land.” Today, the 
entire month of March is 
dedicated to preserve the 
innovations, contributions 
and teachings of wom-
en. Progressive female 
leaders such as Mother 
Teresa, Rosa Parks, Flor-
ence Nightingale, Vijaya 
Lakshmi Pandit and 
Shirley Chisolm, were all 
known for their perse-
verance and commitment 
to others. They redefined 
society’s expectations of 
them. Their contributions 
were diverse but they 
each shared an undying 
desire to serve humanity. 
From activism to nursing, 
diplomacy and mission-
ary work, these women 
led generations of people 
toward ideologies and 
actions that created unity. 
Each of their lives in some 
way still inspire today. 
Thus, it is no surprise 
that many female leaders 
at UST share their pre-
decessors’ commitment 
to humanity. In honor of 
Women’s History Month, 
we must remember the 
great leaders of the past 
and acknowledge the cur-
rent leaders of the present. 

Generally, women un-
derstand the importance 
of patience and are natural 
nurturers. The plight of 
liberation for women in 
America has been one to 
admire. In the midst of 
sexist laws and segrega-
tion, women of all creeds 
assembled together to 
bring forth change. One 
could say women are nat-
ural leaders as women are 
more apt to view life from 

all perspectives. At UST, 
we have female leader-
ship in several areas such 
as the Dean of the Carol 
and Odis Peavy School of 
Nursing, the Chair of the 
Master of Science in Clin-
ical Mental Health Coun-
seling (CMHC) program, 

the Dean of 
Cameron 
School of 
Business 
and the 
Associate 

Dean of the School of 
Education and Human 
Services (SLEH). 

With a curriculum vitae 
that spans more than three 
decades, Dr. Poldi Tsch-
irch, dean of the Carol 
and Odis Peavy School of 
Nursing, believes “women 
leaders have a great deal 
to contribute. We tend to 
view things from a whole 
perspective. A woman’s 
leadership strength is con-
sidering all perspectives, 
all positions and all people 
as a whole. Research has 
shown that results are 
better with women in 
leadership roles and with 
women present at leader-
ship discussion tables.” Dr. 
Tschirch came to UST as a 
leader. In 2009, Dr. Tsch-
irch was hired to reestab-
lish the nursing program 
at the University of St. 
Thomas. Her leadership 
philosophy entails creat-
ing conditions that lead to 
progress and healing. Dr. 
Tschirch is also a nurse 
who previously worked 
for the University of Texas 
Medical Branch in Galves-
ton. 

An avid supporter of 
Women’s History Month, 
Dr. Tschirch believes “his-
tory is a valuable teacher. 
Women have been great-
ly overlooked. Women’s 
experience is valued and 
it should be discussed.” 
Florence Nightingale is 
a female leader whose 
work ethics and ingenious 
methods inspire Dr. Tsch-

irch to be the best leader 
and educator she can be. 
“Florence Nightingale was 
a genius and her contri-
butions reflected her deep 
compassion for serving 
others,” says Dr. Tschirch. 

Nightingale is known 
throughout the world as 
the “Lady with the Lamp.” 
She gave adequate bedside 
aid and treatment to sick 
and wounded soldiers 
during the Crimean War 
of 1853. The brilliance of 
Florence Nightingale ex-
tends beyond her lifetime. 
Nightingale is the founder 
of modern nursing. One 
of Nightingale’s creations 
was the pie chart, which is 
a statistical graph used to 
show numerical propor-
tions. Dr. Tschirch credits 
Nightingale for establish-
ing medical humanity. 
For Tschirch, Nightingale 
is a leader to be revered, 
respected, and credited for 
her visionary ideas that 
continue to enhance lives. 

 “Leaders bridge gaps 
between reality and what 
the world is now,” says 
Dr. Elizabeth Maynard, 
associate professor and 
director of clinical coun-
seling at UST. Now in her 
fourth year of her current 
leadership position, Dr. 
Maynard affirms that suc-
cessful “leaders experience 
hardships for the greater 
good.” Two women whom 
Dr. Maynard respects and 
admires did exactly that. 
Mother Teresa and Rosa 
Parks deliberately put 
themselves in harm’s way 
on behalf of the people in 
their respective commu-
nities. Both women are 
heralded throughout the 
world for their bravery 
and “commitment to so-
cial justice” as Dr. May-
nard states.

Mother Teresa made a 
vow to heed God’s calling 
at the tender age of 12. 
Upon maturity, Mother 
Teresa became a nun and 
worked as a teacher in 

an extremely poor com-
munity in Kolkata, India. 
Her day to day life was 
surrounded by caring for 
people with contagious 
illnesses, providing food 
and shelter to those in 
need and teaching the 
fortunate how to look 
beyond themselves and 
help their fellow men. The 
destitute, overlooked and 
unloved people of Kolkata 
looked to Mother Teresa 
for saving grace. She was 
such an inspiration to the 
world; she received the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 
for her missionary work. 
Nearly 20 years after her 
death, Mother Teresa was 
canonized as Saint Teresa 
in 2016.

Rosa Parks is herald-
ed as the “Mother of the 
Civil Rights Movement.” 
Her work with the Na-
tional Association for the 
Advancement of Color 
People (NAACP) helped 
bring about equality and 
inclusion in a segregat-
ed country. Parks was a 
secretary and youth leader 
for the local chapter of 
the NAACP in Montgom-
ery, Alabama. She was an 
educator and a role-model 
for courage. Her arrest 
for refusing to give up her 
seat on a segregated bus 
made her one of America’s 
most influential women 
of all time. In 1996, Parks 
received the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom from 
President Bill Clinton. 
Schools, institutes, and 
organizations alike have 

been founded in honor of 
her legacy. 

Parks and St. Teresa 
“were exemplary lead-
ers whose dedication to 
humanity inspire me to 
be the kind of person 
who can and will make a 
sacrifice as a leader,” says 
Dr. Maynard. As a lead-
er at UST, Dr. Maynard 
intentionally “supports 
the growth of others.” She 
recognizes that “strengths 
and weaknesses are often 
in the same places,” hence, 
she encourages those she 
oversees to be attentive. 

Attentiveness is a qual-
ity that all leaders should 
possess. Leaders are moti-
vators, teachers and pillars 
of inspiration. It is advan-
tageous for people to learn 
about the accomplish-

ments of 
women. 
“Remem-
bering 
the 
achieve-
ments, 

courage and strength of 
women leaders encour-
ages all of us to strive for 
the best we can be,” says 
Beena George, Ph.D. dean 
of the Cameron School 
of Business. A history 
maker herself, Dr. George 
is the first female dean at 
the Cameron School of 
Business. “Being a leader 
means looking out for the 
interests of others and 
doing so in a determined 
and consistent manner,” 
Dr. George declares. 

(see Girl Power, p 8)
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By The Celt Press 

Calling All Artists
The Celt Press is launching a new section of the newspaper dedicated to showcasing the original art of UST’s students. Below is a line art drawing 
by freshman, Begoña Herranz, a Studio Arts Major. The Studio Arts Program at UST is offered through The Glassell School of Art, Museum of 
Fine Arts, Houston. 

In collaboration with the required art history program offered at UST, this development occurs within a Catholic perspective, incorporating 
aspects of global art history from the classic to the contemporary working world. Entrance into this program requires four fundamentals courses 
and a portfolio review. UST also offers a B.A./BFA five-year program. Professor Claire M. McDonald, is the chair of the UST Fine Arts & Drama 
Department. 

The Celt Press welcomes original art from all majors. Show your Celt pride and let your student newspaper show your talents! Email questions or 
requests to, TheCeltPress@stthom.edu.

Begoña Herranz:  “Looking for Wonderland” 
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A professor at UST for 
more than a decade, Dr. 
George’s extraordinary 
leadership abilities pro-
pelled her into a position 
that she may not have held 
100 years ago when Vijaya 
Lakshmi Pandit was alive. 
Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit 
became the first woman 
and first Indian to preside 
over the United Nations 
General Assembly in 1946. 
This was only one of Pan-
dit’s many achievements. 
She was also the first 
Indian woman to become 
a cabinet minister 10 years 
earlier. Pandit was an Indi-
an diplomat and politician 
who dispelled the societal 
norm for women of her 
era. She was outspoken, 
motivated and ambitious. 
Like Rosa Parks, who was 
imprisoned for protesting 
laws, Pandit was arrest-
ed in 1942 for protesting 
British government’s 
mandate that India partic-
ipate in World War II. She 
persevered in the midst of 
adversity and accepted her 
trials as they came. Vijaya 
Lakshmi Pandit was a sub-
tle revolutionary and her 
legacy will always live on.
The Associate Dean of the 
School of Education and 
Human Services (SLEH), 
Nicole McZeal Walters, 
Ph.D., shares the same ide-
ologies about leadership as 
Dr. Maynard, Dr. Tschirch 
and Dr. George. Dr. Nicole 
McZeal Walters is an 
educator who believes that 
Women’s History Month 
“illuminates our [women’s] 
achievements and exposes 
the challenges we’ve had to 
overcome. If, historically, 
we had included wom-
en’s contributions in our 
history books and text-
books, we wouldn’t need a 
Women’s History Month.” 
Adamant about educat-
ing today’s youth on the 
profound contributions of 
leaders past, Dr. Walters 
holds the torch of one of 
her favorite female leaders: 

Shirley Chisholm. 
Shirley Chisholm was the 
first black woman to hold 
a congressional seat in 
the United States. What 
makes Chisholm unique is 
her fearlessness. At a time 
when the nation was in 
turmoil due to the contin-
uous remonstrations of the 
Civil Rights Movement, 
Chisholm managed to 
break down political barri-
ers and become an integral 
part of national leadership. 
Chisholm was a “feisty, 
risk-taker,” says Dr. Wal-
ters. She understood that 
in order to succeed she 
must balance determina-
tion and patience to secure 
one of her greatest feats. 
Dr. Walters knows many 
rare facts about Chisholm 
as she has admired 
Chisholm for many years. 
Chisholm held a teacher’s 
degree and taught nursery 
school before going into 
politics. She was also an 
educational consultant 
for the Bureau of Child 
Welfare in New York City. 
Education is a key factor 
for being 
a great 
leader as 
Dr. Walter 
asserts, 
“leaders 
take risks 
by stepping 
outside of their comfort 
zones.” Dr. Walters en-
courages potential leaders 
to learn a plethora of in-
formation about their job 
and their responsibilities. 
Women leaders at UST 
display the determination, 
strength and commitment 
that women leaders of the 
20th century exemplified. 
Ironically, Dr. Maynard, 
Dr. Walters, Dr. George, 
nor Dr. Tschirch anticipat-
ed garnering their current 
leadership positions. Each 
of these women performed 
their jobs with compas-
sion and understanding. 
Natural leaders do not ask 
to become leaders—they 

merely set an example for 
others to follow. 
Leaders sacrifice. Leaders 
listen. Leaders compre-
hend and leaders take 
risks. Perhaps one day, 
one of the UST leaders 
mentioned in this arti-
cle will become the first 
woman president of the 
institution. Perhaps it will 
be another woman leader 
on campus. Either way, the 
leaders at UST have laid a 
remarkable foundation on 
which future generations 
of Celt leaders can stand. 
Women are important and 
their accomplishments 
must not be overlooked. 
Let us all celebrate the 
magnificent victories that 
women everywhere con-
tinue to achieve.
Women all over the world 
have been suppressed by 
the dictates of men who 
established early laws that 
prevented women from 
obtaining employment, 
prevented women from 
voting and even speak-
ing in public. In today’s 
society, these laws seem 
absurd. However, there 
are still several firsts being 
achieved by women. Case 
in point, the Library of 
Congress recently swore 
in its first woman and 
first black librarian of 
Congress, Carla Hayden. 
Despite the present feats 
and victories of today’s 
women, their predecessors 
paved the way for them to 
garner equal recognition. 

(Girl Power, cont.)

Get a Job!
The Texas Job Fair is 

coming to the University 
of St. Thomas campus on 
March 28, 2017, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Jera-
beck Athletic and Activ-
ity Center. This is one of 
the largest career fairs in 
Texas and is hosted jointly 
this year by the University 
of St. Thomas Career Ser-
vices Office and the Hous-
ton Area Consortium of 
Career Centers. More 
than 100 companies are 
expected to attend to fill 
part-time, internship and/
or full-time positions at 
their organizations. There 
will be opportunities for 
every major. All UST 
students should join us at 
this event, even if they are 
not actively seeking a job. 
The sooner an individual 

starts networking and 
promoting themselves in 
this competitive market, 
the more successful they 
will be in their job search 
and career.

Career Services offers 
various workshops and 
events throughout the 
semester to help prepare 
students for upcoming 
fairs, interviews and other 
networking programs. For 
information about these 
events and more, visit the 
Career Services website 
at www.celtcareers.com. 
Students can also log in to 
their UST Connect ac-
count through the website 
to make a one-on-one 
appointment with a career 
counselor to review their 
resume, practice their ele-
vator pitch and more. 


