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The Drama department at 
the University of St. Thomas 
(UST) has established a repu-
tation for itself by presenting 
quality theatrical works and 
exposing its students to various 
ideals and perspectives. In 
keeping diversity alive, the 
Chairman of the Fine Arts and 
Drama department, Claire 
McDonald, sought to provide 
drama students with “real 
world training” that would pro-
pel them into a new caliber of 
thought. McDonald has taught 
at UST for over 30 years. Her 
zeal for theatre and teaching is 
ever present as she experiments 
with new ideas often.  Her 
desire to “elevate the work of 
student directors to present a 
main stage show” for  the pay-
ing public and UST community, 
led her and colleague, Professor 

By Andrea Raull
Guest Contributor

The Asia Society, while 
somewhat unknown in the 
Houston community, stands 
proudly on Southmore Bou-
levard- just a six-minute drive 
from the University of St. 
Thomas. The newly construct-
ed 39,000-square-foot facility 
houses and works to preserve 
centuries of Asian history in 
Houston. The Asia Society 
hosts a number of important 
events for Houstonians, and 
boasts an impressive repertoire 
of speakers- including former 
first lady of the United King-
dom, Cherie Blair. 

Cherie Blair, an outspoken 
supporter of women’s education 
in Asia, led the Asia Society’s 
Women’s Education and Em-
powerment panel Wednesday, 
March 29. The panel included 

Dr. Dina Alsowayel, Associ-
ate Director of Women’s Studies 
at the University of Houston, 
and Dr. Zahra Jamal, Associate 
Director at Rice University’s 
Boniuk Institute for Religious 
Tolerance, and was moderated 
by Andrea White, Houston 
Chronicle contributor and 
wife of former Houston Mayor, 
Bill White. Mrs. Blair began 
the talk with a short speech 
giving us the facts: there are 
31 million girls not attending 
school, and of these 31 million, 
17 million will probably never 
attend school in their lifetimes. 

Mrs. Blair also emphasized the 
need for education as a way to 
break the cycle of poverty, as 
educated girls marry later, have 
fewer children, earn higher 
wages, and support healthier 
and more prosperous families. 
The panel, which consisted of 
some of Houston’s finest female 
educators, then went on to 
further discuss the importance 
of education and the barriers to 
educating women in our world 
today. 

The importance of world-
wide education is founded on 
a “we all lose when we exclude, 
and we all win when we in-
clude” principal. The ability to 
think is what eventually creates 
global wealth, and when others 

can make educated decisions 
and think for themselves, we 
all prosper. Women’s education 
can serve as a way to break the 
cycle of poverty not only within 
a family, but also within a na-
tion. Something that is known 
to be true in all realms of the 
global poverty crisis, is that 
we need to create a capability 
in the citizens of a country to 
be creators of wealth. Educa-
tion does just this by creating 
capable and intelligent men and 
women. Mrs. Blair, chancel-
lor of the Asian University 
for Women in Bangladesh, 
discussed just how necessary 
a university such as this one 
was in Asia. In underdeveloped 
areas such as Bangladesh and 

its surrounding countries, it is 
important that women do not 
see education as something 
far away and only accessible 
in developed countries. This 
now realizable idea of female 
education within one’s own 
hometown, creates the capabil-
ity that countries need to create 
sustainable societies.

Aside from the positive effect 
that women’s education would 
have on the global economy, 
access to it has the power to 
change women’s lives. It gives 
them purpose, helps them 
know their rights, and em-
powers individuals. Women’s 
education can help women one 
day obliterate the barriers, such 
as interstate conflict, societal 
biases and dilatory women’s 
rights advances, which often 
times they must overcome to 
receive education. I saw the 
impact of education firsthand, 
when Mrs. Blair, Dr. Alsowayel, 
Dr. Jamal, and Mrs. White 
were joined onstage by a fifth 
panelist. Saren Keang, a native 
Cambodian and alumni of the 
Asian University for Women, 
discussed her experience at the 
Asian University and just how 
much it has changed her life 
for the better. She touched on 
the strife that she saw within 
Cambodia, and just how differ-

ent her life is from friends who 
were not as fortunate to receive 
the education that she has. 
Saren now studies sustainable 
international development at 
Brandeis University in Massa-
chusetts, and has now become 
the successful global citizen 
that The Asian University for 
Women aims to prepare. 

While gender equality and 
global change is happening, we 
still have a long ways ahead of 
us. Mrs. Blair, along with the 
four other panelists helped shed 
light and gave powerful insight 
on the importance of women’s 
education. This panel helped 
start a conversation which must 
continue if we wish to progress 
as a prosperous and inclusive 
society. I encourage any readers 
to start a conversation on 
women’s equality, inform others 
of just how important of a feat 
worldwide education is, and to 
donate. Empowering women 
is one of the smartest invest-
ments we can make- as women’s 
education improves societies, 
betters lives and ultimately, 
changes the world.

For more information on 
how you can make a difference 
or donate visit:

http://www.cherieblairfoun-
dation.org/donate/

Ampersand 2.0
Emeritus of Drama Sam Ha-
vens to the idea of Ampersand; 
a compilation of ten plays, 
roughly ten-minutes in length. 
This year’s plays were written 
by playwrights from various 
regions of North America. 

During the fall semester of 
2015, the Drama department 
established the playwriting 
competition wherein the final 
scripts would be produced by 
drama students. McDonald 
“does not choose the scripts, 
in this way [she is] not biased.” 
The scripts are read by profes-
sional novelists, playwrights, 
English professors, and UST 
students. “All our readers come 
from within the university and 
extend beyond the university,” 
said McDonald, “and we’re 
grateful to them.” Once the top 
20 scripts have been selected, 
each of the final scripts to be 
produced are selected by stu-
dents enrolled in the directing 

course. Each show is being 
produced for the first time. 

Directing students are ex-
cited to work with previously 
unproduced scripts. “Acting 
and directing go hand in hand,” 
said Iris Lacsamana, sopho-
more Drama major. “Because 
of Ampersand 2.0, I am able to 
see the culmination of all my 
training visible through direct-
ing.” Lacsamana appreciated 
the challenges that directing 
presented. She was forced to 
“pivot into a new role”, one that 
ultimately makes her happy. 
Lacsamana’s show, “ ‘Sniffing 
the Pickup’ teaches audiences 
how to flirt,” if such a thing 
exists. All of the shows in Am-
persand 2.0 are different. Dylan 
Smail, a sophomore Drama 
major, believes “they’re all a bit 
dark” but in a non-frightening 
way. Smail is directing, “Aren’t 
I Lucky?”, which was actually 
written by Karina Pinzon, a se-
nior Psychology major at UST. 
The show is a dark comedy 
about relationships and trust. 
Pinzon’s script surpassed nearly 

100 scripts that were submitted 
for this year’s Ampersand to 
earn her script a place in the fi-
nals. Smail is “honored to direct 
a UST student’s play.”

“Hijab”, a show about human 
error and unity, stars Amal 
Abdallah, an MBA graduate 
student, and Frankie Gonzalez, 
a freshman English major. Both 
“enjoy playing the characters” 
they portray and both are dra-
ma lovers who had theatrical 
training in secondary school.. A 
Muslim herself, Abdallah shares 
the same first name as her char-
acter and believes her “char-
acter is strong and respects 
others thoughts.”  Gonzalez, on 
the other hand, is spunky and 
excited about life. Her character 
is reflective of those attributes. 
Gonzalez appreciates her time 
working on “Hijab” as “it has 
inspired [her] decision to mi-
nor in Drama.” The relationship 
between the characters in this 
show is intense and intriguing. 

The department’s upcom-
ing production of Ampersand 

2.0 is very inclusive. “People 
of all majors and ages have 
participated in this show,” said 
Shannon Miekka, freshman 
Political Science Pre-Law major 
and Drama minor. Miekka is 
a talented actress starring in 
three of the ten-minute plays. 
“Each director is different and 
they each have pushed my 
limits,” said Miekka, “I feel a 
tangible energy that connects 
the casts in each of my plays.” 
The transition from one to 
show to another within the 
overall production, reminds 
audiences that humans are 
connected. Miekka and several 
other Ampersand 2.0 stars have 
experienced that connection. 

Elizabeth Mule is a gradu-
ating senior Psychology major 
with an interesting connection 
to Ampersand 2.0, she is the 
stage manager. As stage man-
ager for all ten shows, Mule, 
maintains continuity within 
each short play.  “I know I’m a 
Psych major but I love 
(cont’d on page 3) 

Empowering Women Through Education: 
Informed by the Women’s Leadership Series 
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UST Faculty Spotlight
By K. Hernandez / E. Larson
Staff Reporter

The NIH program paid for me 
to do this post-doctoral fellow, 
while at the same time letting 
me teach at a minority-serving 
institution. There were three 
institutions to choose from: 
University of St. Thomas, Uni-
versity of Houston Downtown, 
or Prairie View A&M. I went 
and visited all three schools to 
see which I might like to teach 
at, and when I came to UST’s 
bio department I just loved the 
faculty. They told me I could 
teach either intro or upper divi-
sion courses, and so while I was 
doing my post-doctoral fellow 
I was teaching here as well. I 
did that for three years, and in 
that time I taught one of the 
intro biology classes, a molec-
ular techniques class and even 
developed the Cancer Biology 
course, which wasn’t offered 
at UST at the time but is now 
a part of the catalog. After the 
three years I wanted to join the 
faculty here but there were no 
positions available, so I accept-
ed a teaching position at Rice 
University and taught there for 
two years in the Department of 
Biochemistry and Cell Biology. 
When a position opened up at 
UST, I applied right away and 
got the position. What was kind 
of neat about returning was that 
I already knew the faculty here, 
I knew what UST was all about, 
I knew the size of the classes 
and the feeling of community. 
It was a wonderful opportunity, 
and that’s why I took it. 
Q: Can you tell me more about 
the research you’re doing? 
A: I have ten people in my 
research team, and I’ve divid-
ed them up into three groups. 
Each of these groups is looking 
at a particular gene that may 
have to do with making mela-
noma more metastatic, which 
means allowing melanoma to 
spread throughout the body 
more easily. The problem with 
melanoma is that once is metas-
tasizes there aren’t a lot of good 
treatments, and two of the plac-
es it metastasizes more readily 
to is the brain and the lungs. So 
once it spreads, treatment isn’t 
very good.  Every gene that is 
found to be regulating mela-
noma is a potential therapeutic 
target, because if you can target 
that gene from being turned 
on or off, then you might help 
in decreasing that potential 
for melanoma to spread.  So 
we’re focused on those three 
particular genes, and like I said 
we’re collaborating with a lab 
at M.D. Anderson. Some of my 
students have gone to their lab 
during the summer to continue 
working on that project – to get 

Today, I have the pleasure of 
welcoming a member of the 
Biology Department to the 
stage under the coveted UST 
Faculty Spotlight. As Assis-
tant Professor of Biology, this 
faculty member told me about 
the many courses he teaches at 
our school as well as the path 
that brought him here. He also 
enlightened me – a scientifical-
ly incompetent English major – 
on the mechanisms of mela-
noma and metastasis in a way 
that thirteen seasons of Grey’s 
Anatomy never could. And so, 
without further ado, I present 
to you…Dr. Gabriel Villares. 
Q: What is your main role here 
at the University of St. Thomas?
A: I am an Assistant Professor 
of Biology, so my main roles are 
in teaching an array of biology 
classes – including Intro to Cell 
and Molecular Biology, Com-
parative Anatomy, Physiology, 
and Cancer Biology. I also have 
a research lab, where we’re cur-
rently collaborating with a re-
search group at M.D. Anderson 
Cancer Center to look at how 
the most common form of skin 
cancer, melanoma, metastasiz-
es. On top of my main roles, 
I’m also the co-director of the 
Health Professions Advisory 
Committee. This is a group of 
five different professors – two 
in biology, two in chemistry, 
one in psychology – dedicated 
to guiding students interested 
in pre-health programs. We’re 
their advisors, we host work-
shops for them, we write letters 
of recommendation for them, 
and we help them apply to their 
respective programs. Right now 
we have 195 students.
Q: What brought you to the 
University of St. Thomas?
A: I did my PhD in Cancer 
Biology at UT Graduate School 
of Biomedical Sciences, after 
which I applied for a post-doc-
toral fellowship with the 
National Institutes of Health. 
Basically this allowed me to 
be a post-doctoral fellow at 
the Baylor College of Medi-
cine, where I worked in a lab 
running my own experiments 
and research under a mentor. 

joined the faculty here at UST I 
returned to studying melanoma 
and pursuing collaboration 
with M.D. Anderson, and that’s 
how I ended up with what I’m 
researching today. 
Q: How have past experiences 
shaped who you are today?
A: When I started off in 
medical school, I thought I 
always wanted to be a doctor. I 
attended two years, and I had 
two years left but rather than 
sticking it out and continuing 
to do something I wasn’t en-
joying, I sat back and thought 
about what I wanted to do. I 
ended up changing my career 
path, and I think it helped me 
understand that students need 
to be flexible and set their goals 
on something they really want 
to do. That experience I gained 
in medical school helps me tell 
me own students what it will be 
like, and I always tell them my 
experiences might be complete-
ly different from someone else’s. 
My own experience might have 
been different had I simply 
attended a different school, but 
I don’t regret going to medical 
school. I learned a lot and I 
never lost my disease-oriented 
interest – it was something that 
interested me, so I pursued it 
and here I am today enjoying 
what I do.
Q: Is there anything else you 
would like to add or any advice 

you would give to students at 
UST?
A: Students have to know what 
they want to do. They should 
be able to tell themselves in 
all honesty that they like their 
career path. It’s never too late 
to say “no, I’m not happy.” 
I think it’s really important 
students do something in their 
lives that they enjoy getting up 
to do. There’s nothing worse 
than getting up every day to do 
something you detest. Students 
need to do their best at what 
they’re doing, regardless of 
what they’re doing, and they 
have to think about what really, 
truly interests them. I know 
that there are a lot of pressures, 
like parents, but it’s always 
important to be honest with 
them and with yourself. Ask 
yourself what makes you happy. 
Ultimately it’s you that’s going 
to be living your life, and you 
need to wake up every day ex-
cited for what you do – whether 
that be medical school, teach-
ing, writing for a newspaper, or 
being a journalist. If you don’t 
like what you’re doing, look for 
other opportunities. Whatever 
you do, you have to be happy.

Francisco Eduardo JimenezPacheco 
Hometown: Mexico City 
Why did you choose UST?
The location and not the Catholic identity but that changed junior 
year 
Plans for after graduation: Medical scribe in medical center 
What advice would you give to incoming freshmen?
Don’t underestimate the core, specifically the Theology and Philos-
ophy courses. I quickly fell into the “ew, Theo/Phil classes” category, 
but after taking them my perspective changed. I gained a deeper 
understanding of the Catholic faith. Faith and reason truly go hand 
in hand; it’s sad to see that our society is choosing disconnect con-
tinuously from the faith aspect of it. Philosophy helped me reflect 
on my personal views and where necessary realign them in order 
to reach excellence #philosophy rocks. But also GO to a professor’s 
office hours; don’t be intimidated and don’t be embarrassed! Also 
the library has so many electronic resources not many students 
know about .

Jennifer Guevara, Masters of Liberal Arts in English Literature/Art 
History.

I visited the Rothko Chapel, to do an assignment for an Art history 
class at Lonestar college, and I fell in love with the UST campus the 
moment I saw it.  So I applied to UST first, and they accepted me 
before I could apply anywhere else.  So it was meant to be!
 
After graduation, I will be prepping for the LSAT exam and applying 
to law schools.  I hope to attend either St. Mary’s or the University of 
Houston Law Center. 
One of the many things I will miss about UST is the sounds of the 
bells tolling from the Chapel of St. Basil.  For me, there is something 
very comforting when I hear them. 
 I will pass along a piece of advice that a very kind/wise UST profes-
sor offered me:  Enjoy each and every moment/experience because it 
all passes by so quickly!
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Sonia Lopez
MBA with a concentration in Inter-
national Business
I plan to search for a job that will 
utilize the skills I
learned at UST.
The best part of  finishing the MBA 
program is the huge feeling of 
accomplishment
The best part of UST is getting to 
know the professors.

Tori Frederick
What is your hometown? Magnolia, Texas 
What made you want to come to UST?
I wanted to come to UST for the basketball program and was recruit 
by the basketball coach.
What is your major? Why?
I am majoring in biology and minoring in psychology because I love 
science and I am perusing a career in the medical field. More spe-
cifically, biology and psychology will give me a good foundation as I 
attended PA school for my Masters. 
What made you decide to come to UST?
Initially, basketball was the sole reason why I was interested in UST; 
however, the academic side sealed the deal. The biology program 
here is excellent and the small number of students per professor 
really allows the student to learn and have a relationship with the 
professor. Also, the proximity of the school to the medical district 
was also important to me and led to me making connections with 
doctors that work at Memorial Hermann. 

What is your proudest achievement as a student here at UST?
My proudest achievement as a student at UST would be finishing my degree and minor in four years 
while being on the women’s basketball team. From taking summer school to extra meetings with my 
professors, I will be graduating this May with a good GPA. My coaches and professors were very under-
standing and pushed me to succeed as a student athlete.
What will you miss the most about the school? I will miss the atmosphere and community at UST. 
Going to college in the center of a big city like Houston, it is easy to feel small or invisible; however, UST 
gives you an identity. The friendly and accepting atmosphere I have been accustomed to here is some-
thing I will strive to find and create as a search for a place to work. 
What is the one piece of advice you would give to incoming freshmen? 
Freshman, don’t try to fit in. Be yourself even if that is scary, because the diversity of peoples’ personal-
ities, backgrounds, and ideas is what makes UST great. You will make friends, you will find an identity, 
and you will learn how to be patient. Everything will be OK. 

Cont’d from p.1

the drama department…my 
position as stage manager is the 
best of both worlds,” explained 
Mule, “my passions for art and 
for helping people are brought 
together in my position. Mule 
is so committed to the Drama 
department, she is called ‘the 
Mom of the Theatre’. ” Mule’s 
passion for others caused her to 
create and establish a recycling 
corner in the Drama depart-
ment. This one small gesture 
has created a multitude of 
connections.

Ampersand 2.0 “has some-
thing for everyone and every-
one will take something away 
from it,” said Mule. These 10 
plays are sure to make audienc-
es laugh, ponder, and question 
the human soul. UST’s Drama 
department invites every school 
of thought to come out and 
experience a tangible connec-
tion amongst its ten short plays. 
The hard and work efforts of 
all the student directors and 
the Drama department will be 
available for all the world to 
see as Ampersand 2.0 debuts at 
8:00 p.m., April 26 – 29, 2017 
at Jones Theatre. Tickets can 
be purchased online at www.
ustdrama.com or in person at 
Jones Theatre. 

Stephanie Arroyo
I am a Psychology Major and 
Spanish minor; I chose UST 
because I had not received my 
Hogwarts letter. 
I will be traveling in the sum-
mer! When I come back I will 
be working and then applying 
for grad school. 
My favorite thing about UST 
is how the community is so 

HANDCRAFTED GOODS + GIFTS

SOY WAX PRAYER CANDLES
ART PRINTS

ROSARY POUCHES

PROVIDENTIAL.CO

USE CODE HOUTX  FOR FREE SHIPPING
EXPIRES JULY 2017



4 GRADUATES
          theceltpress@stthom.edu            713.525.3579   April 19, 2017

The Noise in Silence
Maria Jose Galvez
Faith & Character Columnist

In a world filled with instant 
answers to millions of unan-
swerable questions, we have 
lost the ability to just remain 
in silence. Even when we find 
these rare moments of silence, 
many of us are guilty to turning 
on the TV or listening to music 
to drown out the unbearable 
silence preventing us from 
thinking straight. It seems 
counter-intuitive, but society 
has taught us to always look 
for noise. People have lost the 
ability to be bored, in turn, we 
have lost our creativity. We 
have lost our potential since we 
forget beautiful things can be 

born from moments of bore-
dom. However, we are always 
moving, always busy, always 
running, always drowning 
in the fear of the noise in the 
silence.

      Then, for a brief moment, 
when our phones are off, our 
responsibilities taken care of, 
and nothing but us and the 
darkness of the night or the 
stillness of the day, the noise 
in the silence rumbles in. All 
of our thoughts, our worries, 
insecurities, questions, crowd 
our minds without warning. We 
are surrounded by the silence 
and vulnerable to no one but 
ourselves.

Joseph Brown, Houston, Tex-
as. Was born in San Francisco, 
California. Moved around a 
lot because I’m from a mili-
tary family. I’m a marketing 
major. I do Army ROTC at the 
university of Houston. I will 
be commissioning as an active 
duty army officer this May of 
2017. I go to Fort Lee, Virgin-
ia in August to complete my 
Quartermaster school. It ends 
in December. The school is 
also known as BOLC: “Basic 
Officer Leadership Course”. 
After my four years in the 

army as an active duty officer 
are over, I will decide whether to 
do more years or come back to 
Houston to work as a civilian. 
I plan to retire from the army 
with either 20 years active duty 
or doing the rest of my years 
in the national guard after I 
leave the active duty side. I will 
pursue a Master’s degree while 
completing  my first four years. 
Most likely, that degree will be in 
marketing or MIS. I will pursue 
a doctorate degree later in life.

“Congrats to UST 
students graduating Spring 

2017.”

My name is Christina Jacob and I am a Secondary Ed-
ucation major (English 7-12) and a English minor at the 
University of St. Thomas. I grew up in Missouri City, Texas 
and I will be graduating in May 2017 with the ambition to 
teach high school English. I like to say, I did not choose 
teaching. Instead, teaching chose me. As a future educator, 
it is important to remember that teaching is not merely 
a career--it is a lifestyle. My hope is to inspire my future 
students to imagine endless possibilities.

Christina Cochran is from The Woodlands, 
Texas. She graduates with a Master of Liberal Arts 
in Communication. Upon graduation she plans 
to learn Spanish and teach it to her daughter 
Valentina. Thereafter, together they will explore 
Spain’s rich cultural landscape. Christina plans 
on developing her relationship with the Divine 
and continuing her pursuit of knowledge as she 
watches her daughter live a happy, healthy, and 
full life.

: Graduating Student Edition

Name: Bridget Hardy
Attaining a : Master of Arts in Faith and Culture
Origin: Born in Lafayette, La., but grew up in  
Houston, Texas
Post-Graduation Plans: I plan on staying at my 
current job as the Director of Communications 
at Christ the Redeemer Catholic Church in 
Northwest Houston.

“Picking one memory is impossible to do, because when I came to 
this school I didn’t really have any friends, I did not have a social life, 
nor did I have any passion. My whole world was turned around when 
I got here and started meeting new people. We found out my father 
became very ill after I had enrolled, but the love and support from 
both faculty and students was overwhelming and got me through the 
hardest time in my life. I met my best friends and the love of my life 
on this campus, I found my love of theater and an interest in psychol-
ogy. Every event has been a chance to celebrate and relax. So I can’t 
pick just one memory, my whole time here has been an experience 
that I will cherish for the rest of my life.” --Elizabeth Mule

Dyla Gutierrez
Degree and major: MLA, Concentration in Communication;
Plans after grad: Continue to work with the Criminology, Law 
and Society Program at UST and participate in more volunteer 
efforts; Best part of your grad program: The amazing Com-
munication courses offered at UST allowed me to understand 
several areas of interest like, Non-verbal Behavior, Communi-
cation and Conflict and Group Dynamics. I find these topics 
fascinating; Best thing about UST: The best thing about UST is 
the community of supportive professors that have always stood 
next to me during my studies. Specifically, Dr. Robin William-
son, Dr. Livia Bornigia and Dr. Nicole Casarez, without their 
support and guidance I would not feel so confident about my 
knowledge.

Kevin Shaghaghi
Major: Political Science
Hometown: Houston, TX
Plans after graduation: Law School
Best memory of UST: winning an all regional 
attorney award at the Dallas mock trial regional 
tournament 

Areeba Hussain
Bachelors in Accounting 
Goals: Become a CPA
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20
QUESTIONS

(of the Editor)

?
1. Have you thanked your 
mom today? Dad? Grand-
mother? Grandfather? 
Aunt? Uncle? Whoever 
raised you? 
2. Shout-out to all of them.
3. I ask this every issue, but 
how are classes going?
4. This semester...flew by.
5. Or, are we lying to our-
selves?
6. Can I get an invite to the 
hottest graduation parties in 
the city?
7. Can the spring chill with 
these exorbitant samples of 
summer weather?
8. I’m over it already.
9. Bottled water always on 
fleek?
10. Does getting hot get 
your angry, too?
11. I’m literally a monster in 
the summer.
12. A hideously disgusting 
monster who wishes to stay 
inside only.
13. Who won positions for 
SGA and GSA?
14. Will printing be free 
next semester?
15. Have you heard Kend-
rick Lamar’s new album?
16. Do you turn it down 
once you make it onto 
campus?
17. What’s on your summer 
to-do list?
18. Who’s going to be at 
UST for summer school?
19. Aren’t you smarter than 
the rest?
20. Does anyone know the 
cool kid who is leaving in-
spiring, optimistic notes for 
everyone on campus to see? 
[I’m still looking for you! I 
will find you. And, you’re 
still amazing.]

***DISCLAIMER:
20 Questions of the Editor is 
intended for entertainment 
purposes only. 

Semester’s almost over! Hallelujah! 
B e c o m e  a 

G r a d  s t u d e n t 
a t  U S T ! 

My name is Kathryn (Katy) Colson. I am from 
Gatesville, TX and i am a education major. I 
played golf at the University. One of my goals is to 
share my love for golf to young athletes. I plan on 
becoming a teacher and a coach. I want to show 
kids that learning can be fun and math isn’t as 
scary as they think. I would like to also get a Mas-
ter’s degree in leadership in which I help young 
teachers like myself become the best person that 
they can be. I cannot thank my friends and family 
enough for supporting me in everything i do.
--I can do all things through Christ who strength-
ens me. Philippians 4:13

Patrick Miller
I’m graduating with an English major with a 
minor in Philosophy. After graduating, I will 
move back to Ann Arbor, Michigan and I plan 
on spending a lot of time doing the things that 
I didn’t have enough time for at school. This 
includes working on a lot of music and various 
visual art projects, and catching up with all of my 
family and friends back in Michigan. I believe 
that my studies at UST have helped me in more 
ways than I realize. This school has informed and 
molded me creatively, academically, and spiritually 
and I hope that I will continue to apply what I’ve 
learned here throughout the rest of my life.

Muzzammil Shuja
Biology, MinorPsychology 
Houston, Texas :) 
What I am proudest of achieving 
during my time here at UST is 
becoming the person that I have 
become. I am proud of how hard 
I worked to get to where I am. 
I am grateful to the obstacles 
that at the time seemed like they 
would define me but in retro-
spect, were character shaping.
After I graduate, I plan on 
studying for my DAT and ap-
plying to Dental School. In my 
year and half off I will be getting 
my Masters in Public Health at 
The University of Texas Health 
Science Center.

Sydney Keller
Houston, TX
I am a double major in political 
science and psychology. I am 
in the prelaw program and the 
honors program.  
I wanted to come to UST 
because of the prelaw program, 
the small Catholic atmosphere, 
the individualized attention, 
and the honors program.
My proudest accomplishment 
at UST is helping the mock trial 
team reach and compete well in 
the opening round champion-
ship tournament in Memphis, 
Tennessee.
In the fall, I am attending Texas 
Law in Austin. 
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EDITORIAL 

 
By Gaquez Jackson
Editor-In-Chief

Dear Justin—the most 
challenging student I’ve ever 
encountered,

 
Since black men (and black 

people, in general) don’t hear 
it enough, allow me to say it: I 
love you. 

Want to know what I feel like 
is one of the biggest failures in 
my life? You. A tenth grader 
with the energy of a tornado 
and the personality of a rich 
comedian. You were hilarious, 
even when I couldn’t teach my 
lesson because your disruptions 
stole the show. You just had a 
comedic nature about yourself. 
You could genuinely ask to go 
to the bathroom and your class-
mates would die of laughter. 
In reflecting on my life at this 
moment, I think it is important 
to have wasted a few minutes of 
class time to laugh at the goofy 
things in life. Don’t we deserve 
to smile? To laugh? We needed 
laughter in those moments that 
we should have cried for Reni-
sha McBride and Freddie Gray.

I cried today. I did, Justin. I 
cried for you. I cried for myself. 
I cried for my brothers. I cried 
for my sisters. I cried for my 
mother and grandmother and 
the countless children of color 
they have fed and taken care of.

You won’t understand what 
happened since you were not 
there to witness it from my per-
spective, so let me fill you in as 
I recall the dialogue of the con-
secutive fourth day of school 
that you had missed. Strange. 
Because the worst students (be-
havior-wise) never miss school. 
This is how it went:

“Mr. Jackson, Justin went to 
jail.” The words of your class-
mates seemed unreal, though 
I could feel the severity of 
what they meant as they sliced 
through my skin. 

“For what?”, I asked.
Deon spoke first. Quietly, 

while the others listened and 
corrected him every now and 
then with something they had 
heard from other students gos-
siping about it around school. 
“He stole from an old white 
lady,” he began, “and he pulled 
a gun out on her and then ran 
from the police.” He, as well 
as the others, scrutinized my 
face. I know they were waiting 
on a reaction. They desperately 
needed a reaction from the 
only black male teacher at their 
school. They needed to know 

what I would say; I bet most 
of them were trying to figure 
out whether I would condemn 
Justin’s actions or if I would 
try and lighten the mood with 
statements that I usually used 
to inspire hope. My first words 
were used to do neither. 

“How much did he steal?”, I 
asked. I immediately regretted 
asking that question first. 

Charles spoke this time. “He 
took $25.”

My classroom grew silent 
again. My lesson covering 
the historical context of Elie 
Wiesel’s Night wouldn’t happen. 
Not on that day. We were fight-
ing a war ourselves; one, might 
I say, more insidious than 
World War II. 

I felt anger rising in me. I 
was quick to hide it from my 
face. I had learned to do that 
very well. High school students 
were professionals at picking up 
on the emotions of a teacher. I 
wondered if they were vultures 
waiting to attack my weak-
nesses in this moment. Or any 
moment. I thought about my 
words carefully, while indulging 
in the silence that was so out of 
place in my classroom. “How 
long? How long did they give 
him?”

No one knew. They told me 
that you would go to court 
soon. But, they told me that you 
were being held on a $100,000 
bond. They even told me the 
website to go to in order to see 
it for myself. We looked you up 
and I gasped in horror, forget-
ting the fact that I was attempt-
ing to remain emotionally 
stable in front of your fellow 
classmates. Your name and 
picture was there. And under 
them was an amount of money 
that your mother would never 
be able to attain while working 
part-time at Wal-Mart. 

I cried that night while 
drinking an entire bottle of 
wine. I couldn’t fight off the 
sadness for about a week. There 
were no surprise pop quizzes 
for three weeks in your mem-
ory. I was too sad to see the 
failure of any student of color. I 
was tired of seeing black people 
fail, even pop quizzes on the 
Holocaust.

I chose to spend the rest of 
the year covering racism, sex-
ism, homophobia and discrim-
ination. They were going to end 
by the hands of a renegade (and 
crazy) teacher and his 119 stu-
dents. All because of one. You. 

You were tried as an adult 
and sentenced to 12 years in 
prison. 

Letter to a Tenth-Grader...my Tenth-Grader
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EXTRAS

What about those  “clubs” 
at UST?
By Bree Athey
A & E Reporter

Is there Much Ado About 
Nothing to do around campus 
on these Midsummer Nights? 
Are you tired of all the Mer-
chants of Venice trying to per-
suade you to have fun on the 
Twelfth Night? Then look no 
further than the Shakespeare 
Mechanical Club! Their next 
movie night will be held April 
28 in Malloy 013 starting at 
12:15p.m. As You Like It. There 
will be no Taming of The Shrew 
or Tempest, but a fun Shake-
spearean surprise afternoon 
movie with refreshments pro-
vided. I’d add a Henry VIII pun 
in here, but they all fall dead. 
So I’ll Ham-let you experience 
my very own Comedy of Errors 
with no further interruptions 
from the Two Gentleman 
of Verona. If you have any 
questions or concerns, email 
poetexx@aol.com, and remem-
ber All’s Well That Ends Well.

At UST we have several 
athletics teams, but the up and 
coming all-stars can be found 
in our very own Cheerlead-
ing Club! They’re climbing 
their way up to become a UST 
athletics team within the next 
3-5 years and will be offering 
socials for the UST communi-
ty starting next semester. The 
Cheerleading Club will also 
be offering a summer camp 

for children from first grade 
through eighth grade, so make 
sure to tumble your way into 
their email inbox if you’re in-
terested! The best way to reach 
the cheer time is through their 
email ustcheer@gmail.com. Re-
member folks, in the words of 
famous philosopher Torrance 
Shipman from Bring It On, 
“This is not a democracy, it’s a 
cheerocracy.” It’s time to make 
it like a cheerleading banana 
and split. If you would like your 
club featured, please email us 
here for any pressing matters! 

By Gabbi Magana
Spanish Columnist

El semestre está por terminar 
y para algunos de nosotros, no 
sólo es el final de un semestre 
regular—es el último semestre 
de la carrera universitaria. Si 
es tu primer título profesional, 
seguro estarás pensando que lo 
que está por venir es un tanto 
incierto. Hay miedos y ansie-
dades que surgen al pensar 
cómo será el camino y cómo 
llegar a conquistar nuestras me-
tas. Si esta no es la primera vez 
que te titulas, ya sea porque es-
tás terminando un posgrado, o 
porque ya lo habías hecho antes 
aquí o en otro país, ya conoces 
el sentimiento de terminar y 
preguntarte que es lo que sigue. 
Sin embargo, aun cuando tienes 
planes o lo has vivido antes, no 
deja de ser intimidante y causar 
ansiedad. Hay muchísimos 
retos y esquemas por romper, 

Abriendo Nuevos Caminos
pero sobre todo, hay un camino 
lleno de decisiones y de posib-
ilidades. 

Si bien es cierto que al 
momento de entrar al campo 
laboral nos encontramos con 
diferencias de salarios y desa-
fortunadamente algunas veces 
también de oportunidades, 
es también una realidad que 
tenemos la capacidad de crear 
nuevos caminos y cambiar lo 
que consideramos puede ser 
mejor. En el mejor de los casos, 
al pavimentar nuestros propios 
caminos, nos encontramos con 
sorpresas que nos hagan más 
fuertes y nos hagan valorar aún 
más los frutos de nuestro es-
fuerzo. Además, aunque la vida 
fuera de la escuela es un tanto 
diferente, hasta ahora hemos 
aprendido que cuando senti-
mos que no podemos más, es 
justo ahí cuando nuestro molde 
esta por estirarse más, dejan-
do espacio para crecimiento 

personal y preparándonos para 
cosas mejores. Así que no hay 
que tener miedo, es solo el 
inicio de nuevas aventuras y la 
continuación del camino que 
queremos recorrer. 

Felicidades por terminar una 
parte más de este camino hacia 
tus metas! No olvides tus raíces 
y pon muy en alto el nombre de 
tu casa universitaria y el tuyo 
propio. Recuerda que si has 
llegado hasta este punto, sabes 
que no todo ha sido fácil y aun 
así lo has hecho, así que puedes 
con lo que venga. 

Translation:
Opening New Roads
The semester is about to be 

over and for some of us, it is 
not only the ending of a regular 
semester—it is the end of the 
college experience. If this is 
your first degree, you must 
be thinking that the future is 
uncertain. There are fears and 

anxieties that arise when we 
think how the upcoming road 
will be like and how we can 
achieve all of our goals. If this 
is not your first degree because 
you have graduated either here 
or in a different country, you 
know the feeling of finishing 
a degree and asking yourself 
what is next. Even though we 
might have plans on what to do 
in the next stage, the future is 
still intimidating and a cause 
of anxiety. There are a lot of 
challenges and walls to break, 
but above all, there is a path full 
of choices and opportunities. 

It is true that the moment 
we enter the work field we 
encounter a gap in salaries and 
sometimes even in opportuni-
ties. However, it is also a reality 
that we have the capacity to 
create new roads and change 
what we think can be better. 
In the best case scenario, by 
us caving our own paths, we 

can find surprises that make 
us stronger and make us value 
even more when we accomplish 
what we have worked for. Even 
though life outside of school 
is quite different from what 
we have experienced so far, we 
have learned that when we feel 
we cannot keep going forward, 
is the moment when our skin 
is stretching and preparing us 
for better things and personal 
growth. Therefore, let’s have no 
fear; it is the beginning of new 
adventures and the continu-
ation of the path we want to 
take. 

Congratulations on finishing 
one more step toward your 
goals! Do not forget your roots 
and hold high the name of your 
alma mater and yours as well. 
Remember that if you have 
reached this far, you know it is 
not always easy but you have 
come on top, so you can over-
come whatever comes your way. 
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CELT GOLF & FAREWELL

Colson and Oesch Shine in Shawnee
Courtesy of  UST Athletics

The UST women’s golf 
team hit the links at the St. 
Gregory’s University spring 
Cavalier Classic April 3–4 in 
Shawnee, Oklahoma. UST 
was represented by Katy 
Colson (SR/Gatesville, Tex-
as), Andrea Lopez-Crespo 
(JR/The Woodlands, Texas) 
and Nicki Oesch (SR/Sugar 
Land, Texas) all competing 
as individuals.

The tournament was held 
on the 5800 yards. Shawnee 
C.C. The course played long 
due to recent rains, which 
made for tough scoring. St. 
Thomas was the defending 
champion, but, due to only 
having three players com-
peting, was not eligible for 
the team event. Katy Colson 
was the defending individ-
ual champion. Colson and 
Oesch played well and end-
ed up tying for first place 
individually, with scores of 
158 for 36 holes. Oesch was 
the individual leader after 
Day One with a 79 and Col-
son was in third place with 
82. Lopez-Crespo shot an 
88, and was in ninth place. 

On Day Two, Colson played 
a stronger round, making 
three birdies on her way to 
a tournament low 76. Oesch 
shot another 79, and Lo-
pez-Crespo shot an 89. Col-
son and Oesch both finished 
with two-day totals of 158, to 
tie for first individually with 
Andi McGill of St. Gregory’s 
University. The three players 
went into a sudden death 
playoff to determine the indi-
vidual champion and second 
and third place. On the first 
hole all three players made 
par. On the par three-second 
hole, Colson hit a good six 
iron 15 feet from the pin and 
Oesch hit a seven iron to the 
far right side of the green, 
leaving a long putt for birdie. 
McGill hit a poor shot short 
of the green. On their second 
shots, McGill hit a good pitch 
shot to 10 feet, Oesch ran her 
par putt 8 feet past the hole, 
and Colson just missed mak-
ing her birdie and settling 
for a par three. McGill made 
her putt to tie Colson, and 
Oesch’s putt slid by the right 
side of the hole, and she was 
eliminated from the playoff 

with a bogey and 
finished third 
individually.  On 
the third hole, 
McGill made a 
par and Col-
son bogeyed to 
end the playoff 
with McGill as 
the individual 
champion and 
Colson as the 
runner-up. The 
Celts will be 
back in action 
April 24-25 
at the Sooner 
Conference 
Championship 
in Oklahoma 
City.

Please
Recycle!

C E LT  G O L F Fr. Michael Buentello 
Nuestra familia está completa cuando estás 
aquí. Hasta que nos encontremos de nuevo, 
oren por nosotros.
Tu eres nuestro pastor.
Siempre seremos su rebaño. 
Adios.


